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An Ancient Conversation 
By Clarence Edwin Flynn 


WO gentlemen once chanced to meet, 
And stop to talk, upon the street 
In Old Pompeii. They went down 
The social chatter of the town, 
Talked of ambitions cherished long, 
Of gold’s allure, of pleasure’s song, 
Forgetting not to praise a few 
Intriguing ladies that they knew. 


One remarked: “Just the other day 
A moralist was up my way, 
Talking of Tyre and Babylon, 

And how misfortune came upon 
Them in-their wickedness. But I 
Toid him such days and things were by. 
The times have changed. Nothing, you see, 
Befalls us here in Pompeii.”’ 


we 
No Cheer Longitudinally 


There are times when, as we look in 
every direction about us, we can find noth- 
ing to cheer or encourage. Or so it seems. 
At such times it is well to remember that 
there is another direction in which we can 
look. A Christian layman who has been, 
and is being, sorely tested in strange, al- 
most unbelievable ways by the betrayal of 
his trust on the part of fellow men; writes 
a personal letter to the Editor with a 
“Hallelujah” in it. Then he adds: “Don’t 
you think it likely that one reason the 
Lord gives no cheer longitudinally is to 
concentrate all eyes upward?” It is a good 
question to engrave in our memories just 
now. God’s own Word answers the ques- 
tion. The Lord anticipated it when he 
said to his disciples, and to all who trust 
him today: “Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake. . . . 
Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, 


and persecut and we sy H 
ner of evil ae you,falsely,:f % 
Rejoice, and exceeding glad: o 

is your rewpgd‘ in heaven.” Heave 
above, and that is where to look. Bette 
still, we are to look upward, not at a place, 
but at a Person. For “this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven.” 


ya 
The Whole Bible “By Heart” 


God wants us to hide his words in 
our heart. To commit something to mem- 
ory is commonly called learning it “by 
heart,” and there is a blessing in doing 
this with the Scriptures. A rather astound- 
ing bit of news has been cabled from Rome 
to the Philadelphia Public Ledger. It re- 
ports that a “prodigy” was discovered a 
few weeks ago in the institute of Santa 
Galla, a man forty-nine years old who had 
been working there as a dish-washer, wash- 
ing some 600 plates a day and cleaning 
and polishing a similar number of knives 
and forks. Monsignore Videmari found 
that the man, who was earning barely 
enough to keep himself alive, had memor- 
ized lines from Dante’s “Divine Comedy.” 


< 


“How much of it do you know,” he was 
asked, and Mercurio Cosma replied that he 
knew the whole poem. The Monsignore 
held a copy of Dante and tested the man 
by reading a line here and there, turning 
hundreds of pages as he did so, and Cosma 
would immediately go on and recite what 
followed. “I also know the whole Bible 
by heart,” he said. He had only a pri- 
mary school education and worked as a 
gardener while a boy, then at humble 
trades, and a year ago was taken into the 
institute partly out of charity; finding a 
copy of Dante, he learned it by heart in 
six months, and then he learned the entire 
Bible, he says, in about the same length 
of time. Monsignore Videmari has now 
placed the man in a school of languages 
to see how many of these he will learn. 
If his reading and memorizing of the whole 
Bible has really gone deep into his heart, 
so that Christ the Word has become his 
Saviour and Lord, then indeed he has cause 
for rejoicing, as did Brother Lawrence, 
the humble cook in a monastery long ago, 
who told of his blessings in “Practicing the 
presence of God.” Let us pray that Mer- 
curio Cosma may say, with the psalmist, 
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that 
I might not sin against thee” (Psa. 
1193 12) < 


% 


The Perfect Story—the Bible 


HE Bible is a literary unit. It tells 

| the human story. It tells that story 

without padding, interpolation, digres- 

sion, unnecessary repetition, or omission. 

It begins at the beginning and ends at the 

end. It is the story of man’s perfect crea- 

tion, of his fall into sin, of his redemption 

from the consequences of that fall, and of 

his complete restoration to fellowship with 
his Creator and Redeemer. 

So the Bible is a story, a divinely true 
story. It is more than history. History, 
as such, deals only with the intellect; it 
is cold, distant, impersonal. But the Bible 
is warm with human and divine elements; 
it is full of the passion of divine love deal- 
ing with perverse human weakness. 

And the Bible is not only a story, but a 
particular kind of story. It is a love story, 
a true love story. 

Before going further, let it be said that 
when we speak of the Bible as a story 
we are not dealing in mere analogy. What 
is not always recognized is that the Bible 
answers to all the technical demands of the 
long story or novel. Rather, it is the great 
model upon which these technical demands 
rest. 


Not only are many of our literary mas- 
terpieces in this form, but the Bible itself 
contains the best examples of the short 
story ever written. The story of the prodi- 
gal son is truly said to be one of the best 
model short stories in all literature. Then 
there are the stories of Esther, Ruth, 
Jonah, David and Jonathan, and still others. 

The Bible is a true story, not fiction, 
and fiction becomes art only as it copies 
or reflects the true. The Bible itself, God’s 
story of the human race, is the standard; 
and literary art is such.only as it conforms 
to the original. Great art reflects the Bible 
standard. The Bible inspired our great- 
est literature. Shakespeare “leaned on the 
Bible.” Blind Milton drew his chief in- 
spiration from it. Chaucer, Ben Jonson, 
Addison, and many others cf the great 
masters of English literature, drank at that 
“pure well of English undefiled,” the Eng- 
lish Bible. ; 

Among the technical demands of the 
story, long or short, are the unities; unity 
of time, of place, of theme, of view- 
point. 

The Bible story has these unities on a 
majestic scale suitedto .the scope and 
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greatness of the subject. It has unity of 
time — man’s life upon the earth up to the 
end of the millennial period, or about seven 
thousand years; unity of place — the earth; 
unity of theme, man’s redemption; unity 
of viewpoint, ‘God’s. 

There are other technical requirements 
which the Bible story meets. 

First, there must be a definite beginning. 
The Bible has it, the Creation. 

Second, there must be what is called the 
“complication” or obstacle which makes 
the “situation”; the working out or over- 
coming of which makes the story. With- 
out a “complication” and resulting “situa- 
tion” there can be no story; there is “nothing 
to tell about.” Now the complication in 
the Biblical story is, of course, the tempta- 
tion and ‘fall of man. This creates the 
difficulty, presents the problem to be worked 
out; the greatest problem this old world 
ever has seen or ever will see. 

Following the clearly defined situation 
there follows naturally the development or 
working out of the “action” of the story. 
This. makes the bulk of the story. The 
various conflicting forces contend;. there 
are action and counter-action, conflict, sus- 
pense, tenseness at times; now victory or 
seeming defeat as the story proceeds. 

Then comes the climax or culmination: 
the point of highest interest in the story 
when the right triumphs, the difficulty is 
overcome, the situation cleared up, the 
problem solved. This in the Bible story 
comes in the Book of Revelation with 
Christ’s return to the earth; Armageddon 
and the defeat of Antichrist; the right- 
eous rule of our Lord, and the final casting 
of Satan into the lake of fire. The “situ- 
ation” set forth in Genesis has found its 
dramatic climax (oh, what a climax!) in 
the Revelation. Does it not make one want 
to be “in at the finish”? 

Good story technique demands that the 
story should contain no “side trips,” no 
digressions. It should “walk right along” 
to the end. The Bible meets this require- 
ment. Every book, every chapter, every 
verse, yes, every “jot and tittle,’ contrib- 
utes to the progress of the narrative. There 
are no “fillers”; there is no padding. 

The Scofield Reference Bible topical 
analyses are helpful in showing just how 
each book and minor division dovetails 
into the others and carries forward the 
development of the great Bible story. Each 
smallest ‘book has its purpose along with 
the rest in the great, divine economy and 


wisdom in working out the long problem > 


and moving toward the “far off, divine 
event.” The great dispensations and cove- 
nants that span the long centuries are only 
God’s marvelously patient dealings with 
our race. The calling out of his earthly 
people; his dealings with them; instructing 
them, punishing them, chiding them, leading 
them; the exactions of the law; the veiled 
foreshadowings of the “Coming One”; his 
first coming, ministry, crucifixion, resurrec- 
tion and ascension; the preaching of the 
apostles, the out-calling of the Church — all 
these are parts of the great “plan.” 

Literary technique also calls for variety 
of style in the telling to avoid dullness; 
also those qualities known as symmetry, 
proportion, and harmony. These things 
were not literary inventions; they are only 
divine common sense and were in the Bible 
long before men began to dabble in printer’s 
ink. ’ 
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As to characters and characterization; 
remember, this is a love story. The typi- 
cal love story is, in one form or another, 
a “triangle” story—two men and one 
woman, or two women and one man. Two 
contend for the love and hand of one. One 
—and it must be the right one — wins; 
the other — the one who had no real right 
in the first place—loses. Then the tri- 
umphant lovers are married and— “live 
happily ever after.” 

Now the “triangle” is clear enough in 
the Bible story. The first of the contend- 
ing characters we see in the Word, who 
was “in the beginning with God” and by 
whom all things were made, and who is 
the Jesus of the New Testament. The 
other is the “great adversary,” the “prince 
of this world,” Satan. The “one greatly 
beloved,” -for whose love. and hand both 
Satan and Christ contend, is “the dove” of 
the Song of Solomon, who finally becomes 
the “Bride of Christ,” the mystical Church 
of the First Born. Christ, the divine Vic- 
tor, becomes the Bridegroom at the Mar- 
riage Supper of the Lamb; and “they live 
happily ever after” — forever and forever. 
And there'll be no divorce in this case, 


“ghank God! 


Has it not been shown that the Bible is 
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a unit; one Book, with one purpose, one 
theme, and one divine love? And could: 
such a book come from other than one 
Mind? Could Daniel, and David, and 
Moses, and Paul, and Peter, and Matthew, 
and Malachi, and all the rest, writing cen- 
turies apart, in “different languages and 
countries and conditions, have produced this 
singleness, this amazing unity? 

No; the supernatural Mind of Jehovah 
God looks out from every page of this 
Book, from the first of Genesis to the last 
of Revelation. In Genesis Adam said, “I 
was afraid . . . and hid myself.” In the 
next to the last verse of the Bible is the 
last prayer in the Bible: “Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus.” Adam was naked 
and in hiding. That was near the begin- 
ning of the story. An outlaw and a fugi- 
tive from God and justice. The apostle 
John, honored with ‘the special and final 
revelation, prays for the divine presence. 
The -Lord’s coming and the final casting 
of Satan into the lake of fire is the great 
climax of the human story. Between the 
first Adam and his humiliating failure, and 
the handing over of the keys to the Father 
by the last Adam, Jesus Christ, is the 
great story of redemption; one story, one 
Book. 











Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 











How Could Our Lord Increase 
in Favor with God? 


I believe fully in the virgin birth of 
Jesus, and that he was God manifest 
in the flesh. But Luke says (2:52), 
“And Jesus increased in wisdom and 
stature, and in favour with~ God and 
man.” If he was. fully God, as he 
showed himself in his preaching, how 
could he increase in wisdom and in 
favor with God? Can you throw any 
light on this question?—An Ontario 
reader. 


There is necessarily, in our Lord’s in- 


carnation and in the union of the divine © 


and the human nature in him, that- which 
is beyond our present finite understanding. 
The statements in Scripture concerning his 
eternal co-existence and equality with ‘the 
Father, and also concerning his human 
characteristics during his earthly lifetime, 
are all true, and all are to be accepted un- 
questioningly by faith, even though we can- 
not understand or reconcile them by our 
human reasoning. 

We know that the Son of God, the Lord 
of glory, who could ‘speak to the Father 
of “the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was” (John 17:5), did not count 
this “a thing to be grasped after,” but 
“emptied himself” when he “was made in 
the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7). This 
does not mean that he “emptied himself 
of either his divine nature, or his attributes, 
but only of the outward and visible mani- 
festation of the Godhead.” He was a nor- 
mal child, growing as other children grow, 
but always in an entire perfection which 
other children have never had. We know, 
from the Gospels and from our Lord’s 
own statements, that during his earthly 
lifetime he lived a life of faith, in entire 


dependence upon the Father and the Holy 
Spirit. We know that, “though he were 
a Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered; and being made 
perfect, he became, the author. of eternal 
salvation” (Heb. 5:8, 9).-- The Scriptures 
show that, during and because of his 
earthly experiences, our Lord came into 
th: : which he could not “have had except 
by becoming man. Is this the meaning of 
“increased in wisdom . . .-and-in favour 
with God”? 

Another view of this passage is that 
God’s favor, or grace, was increasingly 
manifested or poured out upon his Son 
during his. earthly experiences. We read 
that, as “the child grew, . . . the grace of 
God was upon him” (Luke 2:40). Mat- 
thew Henry’s comment is suggestive: 

“In the perfections of his divine nature 
there could be no: increase; but this is 
meant of his human nature, his body in- 
creased in stature and bulk, he grew in 
the growing age; and his soul increased 
in wisdom, and all the endowments of a 
human soul. Though the Eternal Word 
was united to the human soul from his con- 
ception, yet the divinity that dwelt in him 
manifested itself to his humanity by de- 
grees ... as the faculties of his human 
soul grew more and more capable, the gifts 
it received from the divine nature were 
more and more communicated. And he in- 
creased in favour with God and man, that 
is, in all those graces that rendered him 
acceptable to God and man. Herein Christ 
accommodated himself to his estate of 
humiliation, that, as he condescended to be 
an infant, a child, a youth, so the image 
of God shone brighter in him, when he 
grew up to be a youth, than it did, or 
could, while he was an infant and a 
child.” 
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Testing the Higher Criticism in the Law 


When half a million dollars was 
involved in the verdict 


By H. E. Irwin, K.G. - 















one of the outstanding literary men of 

the last half of the nineteenth century. 
Reviewing the history of his times, he ex- 
pressed his opinion that the writings of 
the so-called Higher Critics of the Bible 
constituted the particular blot upon the 
literature of his day. 

Some of us who know that the Bible is 
the very Word of God, a revelation to men 
of the wisdom of God and his plan for 
man’s redemption, have longed for the day 
—which was sure to come— when some 
one or more of this school of the false 
prophets would have the temerity to step 
out into the highways of the world, — 
equipped with the tools and the rules by 
which they have, as they vainly imagine, 
analyzed, dissected, rejected, and recon- 
structed God’s Word to the extinction of 
all spiritual content, — and demonstrate the 
wonders of their skill and knowledge by 
applying them to the books of today. And 
this has now actually happened. 

‘A Canadian woman of accredited literary 
capacity, Miss Florence Deeks, toiled three 
or more weary years to write the story 
of woman’s part in the world’s history. 
She called it “The Web.” She took the 
voluminous manuscript to the MacMillan 
Company of Canada, the Canadian branch 
of.one of the best known publishing houses 
of, Great Britain and the United States. 
There it lay for six or eight months; at 
about the end of which period the Anglo- 
Saxon world was flooded with the loudly 
heralded “Outline of History” from the 
press of the English publishing house 
whose branch in Toronto had had in their 
possession the manuscript of “The Web” 
for practically the identical period during 
which the author of “The Outline” was 
writing, at terrific speed, the two volumes 
of his work. 


A Damage Suit against H. G. Wells 

When she read “The Outline,” the author 
of “The Web”’—which has not as yet 
been published —was convinced that she 
recognized so many of her own original 
ideas, and such frequent repetitions of her 
own sequence of events in narration, that 
she felt assured that the author of “The 
Outline” had not merely fallen upon but 
into “The Web,” and had actually appro- 
priated many parts of it and incorporated 
them in his book. 

She - consulted’ eminent counsel, and 
brought action for $500,000 damages 
against H. G. Wells, the author of “The 
Outline of History,” and against the Mac- 
Millan Company, the publishing house from 
which it issued, and other commercial 
houses engaged in promoting its sale. 

On behalf of the defendants (Mr. Wells 
and his publishers) it was alleged that the 
manuscript of “The Web” had never been 
in the hands of the author of “The Out- 
line,” that no copy of it or of any portion 
of it had ever been made, and that no part 
of the contents of the manuscript had ever, 


ie THE year 1910 there passed away 


Mr. Irwin, a valued friend of The 
Sunday School ‘Times who has been 
practicing law in the Canadian Courts 
for many years, wrote to the Editor 
some months ago: 


“For years I have waited patiently 
for the occasion when some Higher 
Critic or apostle of Moderism would 
be rash enough to try his dissecting 
tools on a book of our own day, so 
that all men might be in a position to 
estimate the practical worth of their 
methods and conclusions. At last it 
has come!” 


The foundation principles of the 
Higher Criticism have now been tested, 
patiently and thoroughly, before the 
best judicial minds in the world today 
— minds trained by long experience to 
weigh evidence impartially. The story 
is one of the most sensational, dra- 
matic, and significant in our lifetime; 
probably nothing else like it has oc- 
curred since the Bible was written. 








by any other means, been made available 
to him. They affirmed that it had never 
been out of the custody of the Toronto 
house and that the author of “The Out- 
line,” which was written in England, had 
not been in Canada during the period when 
the manuscript of “The Web” was in the 
hands of MacMillans. 

The plaintiff had no evidence wherewith 
to offset this denial. How, then, was she 
to prove to the satisfaction of a Court of 
Justice that her unpublished book had been 
plagiarized? That was a question to stag- 
ger the most optimistic of advccates, 

But some person conceived. a happy 
thought. Why not seek out the services 
of one of those men who can take the 
books of the Bible and by analysis, dis- 
section, and some wonderful faculty known 
only to themselves, determine just what 
portion was written by the alleged author; 
and not only so, but ascertain how many 
other authors had any part in the finished 





H. G. Wells, the brilliant author 
of “The Outline of History” and 
other works of world-wide popu- 
larity, is notoriously antichristian 
in his personal views. By a strange 
irony of fate, perhaps by God's 
directing hand, Mr. Wells has un- 
wittingly become one of the most 
useful defenders of the Bible in 
our generation! He probably would 
not admit this himself, but it is 
a fact. The unprecedented narra- 
tive begun on this page, to be con- 
cluded in next week’s issue, shows 
how the enemies of the Word and 
the Faith have placed in the hands 
of God’s people a weapon of deadly 
effectiveness against the powers of 
darkness. : 











product, and assign to each the very chap- 
ters, verses, or parts of verses, contributed 
by each? 

Set one of these critics to the task, it was 
urged, and he will ascertain exactly what 
pages, paragraphs, phrases, and words in 
“The Outline of History” were taken by its 
author from the manuscript of “The Web.” 

There was at that time in the University 
of Toronto an Associate Professor of An- 
cient and Old Testament Languages and 
Literature, the Rev. W. A. Irwin, M.A., 
D.B., Ph.D., who reckons among his 
Alma Maters both Toronto University and 
Victoria University of Canada, and the 
University of Chicago. He had been teach- 
ing these languages for ten- years; and a 


‘year later he was appointed and now oc- 


cupies the professorial chair in the Depart- 
ment of Old Testament Languages -and 
Literature at Chicago University. 

To him Miss Deeks took her case. I 
quote from the professor’s signed state- 
ment, filed in court at his own request, as 
a part of the plaintiff’s case. 


Miss Deeks called upon me, told me the 
story of hcr manuscript and her belief 
that Mr. H. G. Wells had used it in 
writing his “Outline of History,” and 
asked me to undertake a study of the two 
works for evidence bearing upon this 
contention. I consented, in considerable 
measure because this is the sort of task 
with which my study of ancient litera- 
tures repeatedly confronts me, and I was 
interested to test out in modern works 
the methods commonly applied to those 
of the ancient world. 


A Laboratory of Biblical Dissection 


He wrought, and read, extracted, tabu- 
lated, and compared, according to the rules 
approved by the Bible critics and by which 
they have reached their “assured results.” 

And now for the trial,—for all things 
are now ready. : 

The pleadings have been placed on the 
records of the court. The plaintiff has 
charged that, with the connivance of the 
MacMillan Company, Mr. H. G. Wells, 
author of “The Outline of History,” has 
had access to her unpublished manuscript 
of “The Web” and has used considerable 
portions thereof which he has incorporated 
in “The Outline.” The defendant Wells 
has alleged in denial that he had no knowl- 
edge cf “The Web,” had never seen the 
manuscript, and had never used any. por- 
tion of its contents. In like manner the 
defendant, the MacMillans, pleaded in de- 
nial that they had never broken faith with 
Miss Deeks by permitting anyone to have 
access to the manuscript of “The Web” 
while it was in their custody. 

It is for the plaintiff to prove to the 
court by satisfactory evidence the, facts 
she had pleaded. And now comes. forth 
the professor, fresh from the laboratory of 
Biblical dissection, and upon his oath saith 


_ that by his analysis and comparisons, and 


by the application of the rules of Biblical 


Q 
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Criticism, it is established beyond a doubt 
that : 


1... . the'author of “The Outline” 
had access to the manuscript of “The 
Web.” 

2.... the manuscript was at hand as 
he wrote. 

3. . the manuscript was constantly 
available, lying close at hand on his 
work table, and referred to repeatedly 
if not steadily throughout the course of 
his writing. 

4. Sometimes it lay open before 
him and ‘his writing was palpably a dis- 
guised copying of a passage from “The 
Web.” 

Moreover, we find a privilege accorded 
to this witness seldom accorded to any wit- 
ness in-a court of justice. In addition to 
giving his evidence by way of oral. answers 
to questions of counsel, he was permitted 
to file with the court a sixty-page state- 
ment of his findings, with the reasons 
therefor. Another witness of the same sort 
was also sworn and heard in the same be- 
half. 

The plaintiff’s case rested there. With 
what result? 

Listen to the words of the learned trial 
Judge, the Honorable Mr. Justice Raney, 
reported in the Ontario Law Reports, 1931, 
at page 828: 


If I were to accept Professor Irwin’s 
evidence and argument, there would only 
remain for my consideration the legal 
questions involved in the: piracy of a non- 
copyright manuscript: But the extracts 
I have quoted, and the other scores of 
pages of Professor Irwin’s memorandum, 
are just solemn nonsense. His compari- 
sons are without significance, and his 
argument and conclusions are alike 
puerile. Like Gratiano, Professor Irwin 
spoke “an infinite deal of nothing.” His 
reasons are not even “two grains of 
wheat hidden in two bushels of chaff.” 
They are not reasons at all. 


The court dismissed the action of plain- 
tiff and gave defendants their large costs. 

But perhaps the trial Judge erred. Let 
us follow on to the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court of Ontario, Four Ap- 
peal Judges sit upon the hearing. All 
agree in dismissing the appeal. One of 
these Judges, the Hon. Mr. Justice Riddell, 
is known both in legal and in literary cir- 
cles throughout Canada and almost equally 
well known in the larger cities of the 
United States. He writes a Judgment cov- 
ering fourteen pages of the Law Reports. 
In it he says, at page 840: “I have no 
hesitation in agreeing with: the learned trial 
Judge in the utter worthlessness of this 
kind of evidence—it is almost an insult 
to common sense.” And again: “I am 
wholly in accord with the view of the 
trial Judge as to the ‘weight to be given 
to this eyidence in this case.” 

Thus, ‘the application of the methods 
of the so-called Higher Critics and re- 
ligious modernists to the determination of 
the authorship of various portions of a 
book written in our own day is, by the 
highest authorities on evidence, adjudged 
and declared to be: 


Fantastic hypotheses. 
Solemn nonsense, 
Almost an insult to common sense. 


Wtter worthlessness of this kind of 
evidence. 


Comparisons without significance: 
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Arguments and _ conclusions alike 


puerile. 

Not even two grains of wheat hidden 
in two bushels of chaff. 

Not reasons at all. 

Hard to understand how anyone, party 
or witness, could imagine that any court 
could accept or be influenced by it. 


The plaintiff, Miss Deeks, was not satis- 
fied with the decision of the Appellate Di- 
vision of the Supreme Court of Ontario. 
She had the right to carry an appeal to 
the Supreme Court of Canada, or to carry 
it directly to the foot of the Throne, and 
there be heard by the Lords of the Privy 
Council, the highest Tribunal of Justice 
and the Court of Jast resort in the British 
Empire. She chose the latter, and the 
hearing of this appeal was begun on the 
first day of October last, and continued 
until the morning of November 3, when, 
on the coneiusion of argument for the 
appellant (the plaintiff in the action), Lord 
Atkin, the. Presiding Justice, delivered the 
unanimous judgment of the Court, dismiss- 
ing the appeal. 

The proceedings before the trial and 
at the trial were such that the plain- 
tifl’s case rested solely on the. weight to 
be given to the evidence of .Professor Ir- 
win. She had not a tittle of evidence to 
show that the defendant Wells ever 
had even the possibility of access to the 
manuscript of “The Web.” 

Speaking of this situation, the learned 
trial Judge, in the -concluding words of 
his written judgment, says: 


The defendants were not, I think. 


called upon to offer any evidence to 
rebut Professor Irwin’s fantastic hypoth- 
eses, but Mr. Wells and the MacMillan 
Company of Toronto preferred to offer 
evidence. 


This statement of the trial Judge means 
that if Mr. Wells and the MacMillan Com- 
pany had chosen to offer no evidence, he 
(the Judge) would notwithstanding have 
found that the plaintiff had failed to: prove 
her charge of plagiarism.. Or -in . other 
words, that he would have found that the 
“assured results’ of Professor Irwin’s 
comparison and investigation of the two 
books, made in the approved methods of 
the Higher Criticism, was no proof at all, 
and could net properly be made the basis 
on which to rest a judgment of the Court. 

And this finding of the trial Judge stands 
today, approved unanimously by the full 
bench of the Appellate Division of the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, and both these 
judgments have been unanimously affirmed 
by the highest Tribunal of Justice and the 
Court of last resort in the British Empire. 

This, then, is the settled law of Canada 
and all the British Empire, not only for a 
case which involves a claim of $500,000 
damage, but in every case,—be it a claim 
for one dollar before a rural justice of the 
peace: evidence arrived at by the methods 
of the so-called Higher Criticism is not 
sufficient whereor to base a judgment that 
would transfer a dollar bill from the pocket 
of one party to an action to the pocket of 
the other party. 

Is it reasonable, is it right, that any fair- 
minded man, woman, or child should ac- 
cept this very same kind of evidence as 
sufficient whereon to base a rejection or 
even a ‘doubt as to the truth or genuineness 
of any ‘portion of God’s Word? 


a 
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What, then, becomes of the “assured 
results” of the Higher Critics and the 
Modernists? But that is a trivial question 
compared with that of the resultant effect 
in time and in eternity upon the millions 
who have been misled and deluded by the 
persistent presentation of these same “as- 
sured” — but now. exploded — “results.” 

I cannot conclude this article without 
saying that, after a thorough examination 
of Professor Irwin’s evidence, it would be 
unfair for me to leave the impression that 
he was wittingly offering a stone for bread. 
The Word, Old Testament and New, tells 
us very plainly of a law which psychology, 
alas, ignores: that the persistent refusal 
to receive the truth brings on blindness and 
results in actually believing a lie. 

Then, too, there is a condition of mental 
servitude to a false system which puts into 
the hands of its servants tools that never 
can build true. The professor is that serv- 
ant, and I propose in a further article to 
show how faithfully he has used the tools, 
obeyed the rules, and followed the methods 
with which the so-called Higher Criticism 
has equipped him, and that they are the 
same tools, rules, and methods with which 
it has always wrought in both the textual 
and Higher Criticism of God’s Word, our 
Bible. 


In next week’s issue Mr. Irwin will 
offer proofs that the legal action de- 
scribed in this article involves the whole 
principle and :recognized. method of 
Modern Biblical, Criticism, and will 
show how the Higher Critics apply 
their principles to the study of the 
Scriptures. 

ye 


Bible Schisule ~ Tiws-t0- the Fath 





OR the convenience of readers of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo.t TiMEs a list of inter- 

denominational Bible Schools (not theo- 
logical seminaries) that. stand without 
compromise for the. whole Word of. God, 
the old faith, and the only Gospel is given 
below. It is, of course, impracticable to 
make any list of this sort complete, and 
the TrmeEs will welcome information about 
other schools that should be considered for 
mention. Denominational schools are not 
included ; information concerning such can 
be obtained from the denominational head- 
quarters. It should be noted, further, that 
a few schools standing for all the furida- 
mentals of the faith are not listed here 
because their teaching at certain points i3 
not just what THE SuNpAy ScHOooL TIMES 
can unreservedly commend to its readers. 
That there should be such a large number 
of sound Bible Schools as are given in the 
following list, about whose teaching there 
seems to be no question, is a cause for 
thanksgiving and encouragement in these 
days of increasing apostasy, uncertainty, 
and confusion within the professing Church 
of Christ. 

Atlanta Bible Institute, 523-525 Peachtree 
Street, Atlanta, Ga. 

Bethel Institute, 1480 North Snelling Avenue, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

Beulah Beach :Bible Institute, Beulah Beach, 
Vermilion, Ohio. 

Bible Institute of Los Angeles, 536 South 
Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 

Bible Institute of Pennsylvania, 1418 North 
Sixteenth Street, Philadelphia. 

Beston Bible Training School, 35 Kenilworth 
Street, Roxbury, Mass. 

Boydton Institute, Boydton, Va. 
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Brookes Bible Institute of St. Louis, 2051 
Park Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 

Columbia Bible College, Hampton Ave. and 
Pickens St., Columbia, S. C. : 

Columbia Bible Training School, Ino, 1724 H. 
Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Detroit Bible Institute, Second Boulevard 
and Grand River Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

Florida Fundamental Bible Institute, Temple 
Terrace (near Tampa), Fla. 

Harrisburg School of the Bible, Inc., 14 North 
Market Square, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Hephzibah House Bible School, 51 West Sev- 
enty-fifth Street, New York City. 

Houston Bible Institute, Houston, Tex. 

Indianapolis Bible Institute, Inc., 322 State 
Life Bldg., Indianapolis, Ind. 

Missionary Training Institute, Nyack, N. Y. 

Moody Bible Institute, 153 Institute ‘Place, 
Chicago, Il. 

Moose Jaw Bible Institute, 1160 Chestnut Ave- 
nue, Moose Jaw, Sask., Can. 

National Bible Institute, 340-348 West Fifty- 
fifth Street, New York City. 

Northwestern Bible and Missionary Training 
School, 6 South Eleventh Street, Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Omaha Bible Institute, 1040 Park Avenue, 
Omaha, Neb. 
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Philadelphia School of the Bible, 1723 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia. 

Potomac Bible College, 1316 Vermont Avenue, 
N. W., Washington, D. C 

Prairie Bible Institute, Three Hills, Alberta, 
Can. 

Providence Bible Institute, 100 State Street, 
Providence, R. I 

Siloam School of the Bible, Siloam Springs, 
Ark. 

Southern Ohio Bible Institute, Gallia and 
Waller Streets, Portsmouth, Ohio. 

St. Paul Bible Training School, 1635 Sherburne 
Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 

Toccoa Falls Institute, Toccoa, Ga. 

Toronto Bible College, 16 Spadina Road, To- 
ronto 4, Ont., Can. 

Vancouver Bible Training School, 1601 West 
Tenth Avenue, Vancouver, B. C., Can. 

Washington School of the Bible, 307 D Street, 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 

Whiteside Memorial Bible School, 2711-13 Bed- 
ford Ave., Pittsburgh,. Pa. 

Winnipeg Bible Institute, 789 Preston Ave., 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Young Women’s Bible Training .Movement, 
281 State Street, Albany, N. Y. 














Why They Are Reading the Bible Through 


The continued story of a plan bringing blessing 
to members of many churches and Bible classes 


By Willard M. Aldrich 




















HAT Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMeEs 

is helping to make “A Revival of 
Bible Study in Texas” spread to other 
parts of the world is-shown by the mar- 
velous response excited by an article on 
the subject published in a midsummer issue 
of the paper. A reader from Portland, 
Me., voices the common sentiment of let- 
ters pouring daily into the First Presby- 
terian. Church of Dallas, Tex., “I have 
just been reading the article in the Times 
for July 2, 1932. Instantly I became inter- 
ested.” In like manner whole churches 
have become aroused. Such is the story 
of a large church in California. One of 
its Sunday-school teachers writes, “The 
account of your Bible study is making 
quite a stir in our church.” Her state- 
ment proved: to be not the least overstated, 
and now Calvary Presbyterian Church of 
San Francisco can boast of at least 130 
who are pursuing the “Through the Bible 


Reading. Course” as outlined by the First - 


Presbyterian Church of Dallas. 

Letters continue to pour into the church 
office from nearly every state in the Union 
as well as from far distant missionary 
outposts showing the spread of this course 
through the widespread influence of the 
Times. As a result of the Times article 
the course is now in the process of trans- 
lation into seven languages: Chinese, Jap- 
anese, Korean, Baluba (Belgian Congo), 
Spanish, and Arabic, and many laymen and 
pastors have begun its study in Bible 
classes or church services. 

For those who did not read the’ descrip- 
tion of the course in. the July issue of the 
Times, the following brief account of it is 
given. The course is designed distinctly 
as a syllabus for reading the Bible, and 
it is divided into thirty-three lessons, for 
which the student reads the apportioned 
Scripture with the help of the notes and 
attends one or more lectures on each as- 
signment. If the course is taken for credit, 
then the questions at the end of each as- 
signment are answered and turned in to 


the office. The staff of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Dallas extends this serv- 
ice of grading papers to all who want to 
take the course by correspondence. Some 
denominational boards are giving teacher 
training credit for work completed, on cer- 
tification by a pastor or other accredited 
teacher. 

There is no question but what this simple 
Bible reading course has been timed of 
God to meet the need of the hour for a 
back-to-the-Bible movement. Much of the 
correspondence expresses this very thought 
in enthusiastic terms. Already over two 
hundred churches scattered over the United 
States and Canada are being conducted 
through the Bible on this plan, and many 
are making eager inquiry concerning the 
course. 

Since that momentous preachers’ confer- 
ence at Bachman’s Dam, Tex., May 16-19, 
attended by over 100 ministers of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, two other 
conferences have been called to study the 
Bible. 

The Rev. R. Girard Lowe, of Grace 
Covenant Church, Memphis, Tenn., invited 
ministers of Mississippi, Tennessee, and 
Arkansas to study together at Horseshoe 
Lake, Ark., on September 12-15. Although 
the date conflicted with the Mississippi 
synodical meeting there were thirty-five 
ministers present. The conference was 
marked by perfect fellowship and a. deep 
spirit of prayer. More than half of the 
men went away determined to start the 
course in their churches. 


A similar conference called by the Rev. . 


Theodore S. Smylie, D.D., chairman of 
the committee on religious education of 
the Synod of Missouri, convened at Fulton, 
Mo., September 26-29, and met with equal 
success. The same three-day program was 
carried out and the forty-five ministers in 
attendance responded heartily. The con- 
ference closed with prayer and re-dedica- 
tion of their lives to God and.a more faith- 
ful teaching of the Scriptures. Dr. William 
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M. Anderson, pastor of the First Presby- 
terian: Church of Dallas and author of 
the course, spoke at both of the conferences . 
on the faculty with the other ministers. 

Perhaps the most vivid way of depicting 
the interest aroused by this Bible Reading 
Course is to trace its growth in individual 
churches. On August 13 a certain pastor 
examined a copy of the course. On Sep- 
tember 17 he wired for 75 copies. Ten 
days later another 30 copies were needed, 
and about the same time a Sunday-school 
teacher of his church ordered 25 copies. 
The pastor writes: “We had 171 in attend- 
ance at our mid-week service last Wed- 
nesday. Much interest is manifested, and 
I anticipate a spiritual blessing resulting 
from our course.” 

Another minister writes that the pur- 
pose of the course is being realized in his 
church, “The people are reading, and 
scarcely a day passes that I am not stopped 
on the street for questions.” - Again, a De- 
troit pastor had this experience.. He or- 
dered 75 copies of the booklet. Mr. E. C. 
Landrum, business manager of the Dallas 
church, sent him 100, because of the saving 
in cost in buying in lots of 100. Scarcely 
had time elapsed for correspondence when 
the reply came that 130 had attended the 
last prayer meeting with 113 taking the 
course. : Si 

Of especial encouragement is the fact 
that the course is finding its way into sev- 
eral denominations and is conducted in 
many cases by the more influential churches 
of a locality. Moreover, it is significant 
that it has found a place on the curriculum 
of at least one college. Howard ‘Gould, 
graduate of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, is teaching the course 
as senior Bible in Palmer College, Fla. 

Thus far over 9,000 copies of the Bible 
reading course have been printed, and of 
this number 7,000 are already in use, with 
scores being mailed out each day. 

Dr. Anderson is now conducting his con- 
gregation through the study for the second 
time, so that those unable to take it last 
year may do so. About 300 are enrolled. 
Instead of teaching the entire lesson as 
was done last year, now Dr. Anderson. 
preaches on some topic of general interest . 
found in the assigned portion of Scripture. 
A keen interest is maintained. 2 

The writer has observed the effect of the 
course at the First Presbyterian Church of . 
Dallas since its beginning, and notes these 
results : 

The pastor’s knowledge of the Bible has 
been intensified, and his spiritual life deep- 
ened. The congregation has become better 
grounded in the “first principles of the 
oracles of God” and is better able to com- 
prehend messages on the “deep things of 
God.” Their increasing knowledge and 
love for the Word has prepared them for 
the present program of giving it out in the 
form of the Gospel of John. The whole 
congregation receives several Gospels as a 
part of the evening service to give out 
during the week—pbut that is another 
story; nevertheless, a true indication of the 
direction in which a re-awakened interest 
in the Bible will lead a congregation. ; 

Not a few of those who have come in 
contact with the Bible reading course either 
through the activities of Dr. Anderson or 
the medium of THE Sunpay ScHoor 
Times have seen such great possibilities in 
it that they “have ordered copies sent to 
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their ministerial friends... It is a_ wise 
policy, because the course speaks for itself, 
and many ministers and congregations 
could be led out into a deeper appreciation 
and knowledge of the Word if others 
would take this means of interesting them. 
All inquiries or orders should be addressed 
to Elroy C. Landrum, Through the Bible 
Reading Course, First Presbyterian 
Church, Dallas, Tex. The cost is twenty- 
five cents the copy, thirty cents postpaid, 
with generous reductions for larger quan- 
tities. 

When the Bachman’s Dam preachers’ 
conference was in progress, a young min- 
ister ‘prophesied that, “Revival fires are 
being kindled that should spread through- 
out the churches of Texas.” They have! 
—and what is more, the fire has leaped 
the state bounds and is warming hearts in 
ever increasing numbers throughout the 


whole expanse of the land. Your prayers’ 


and your interest will help to fan the re- 
vival flames. 


DALLAS, Tex. 
ye 


How | Use the Times 
Missionary Stories 


By Faith R. Williams 


N SUNDAY afternoon at our house 

an hour is devoted to the entertain- 
ment of the child in the home. At this 
time she chooses stories, especially mis- 
sionary stories. The choice of material is 
not a small matter, for we desire to select 
something constructive, something which 
will help to build Christian character. It 
is difficult to find the type of story which 
we wish her to hear, but one day, wonder- 
ing where I could get a story for the fol- 


lowing Sunday, I decided to look through - 
old copies of THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs . 


and found enough material to last for many 
months. As we read our Sunday story 
each week, we find that we have the atten- 
tion, not only of the younger member of 
the family, but the older ones as well, who 
felt at one time that these stories were too 
youthful for maturer minds, and often all 
of us are unable to restrain the tears, as 
we read of the heroic deeds of the chil- 
dren of the native Christians on the for- 
eign field. 

Does it pay to read such stories to the 
children in the home? I am convinced that 
it does, and I doubt not that this Sunday 
hour has played its part in the decision 
of one seven-year-old girl to volunteer for 
the mission field. After having absorbed 
missionary stories over quite a period of 
time, she was asked about her future plans 
and stated simply: “I am going to be a 
missionary nurse, and as I heal the natives’ 
bodies, I shall tell them of Jesus.” 

Beside having a share in the molding of 
the character of the children in the home, 
another service these missionary stories 
render is to help in the Junior Department 
of the church. I could not estimate their 
worth to me in my work. They are equally 
of value in Junior Church, Sunday-school, 
and Junior Young People’s services. I 
recommend thera heartily to all those whose 
church work is with the Juniors. Look 
over your supply of old Sunpay ScHooL 
TiMEs which have accumulated through the 
years, and perhaps you will be as fortunate 
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as I. With little effort I found thirty-five 
missionary stories. Each one of them is 
of use; in fact, I find that the envelope in 
my files marked, “Missionary Stories for 
Juniors” is a veritable gold mine. 

These stories in the Times are not en- 
tirely confined to the division of the paper 
marked “Children at Home,” as occasion- 
ally I find such a gem on some other page 
of the paper. 

May the Lord richly bless Miss Stott 
[see page 53 of this issue for one of Miss 
Stott’s stories] and the other writers who 
contribute to this column, and may he also 
bless this ministry of Tae SuNpAy SCHOOL 
Times for the children. Only eternity will 
show the results of a wise use of these mis- 
sionary stories. 


St. PETERSBURG, FLA. 


vé 


An Object Lesson 


for Valentine's Day 
By Ethel Laros 


O turn the minds of the six-year-old 

children in her Sunday-schgol class 
from the silly sentimentality usually asso- 
ciated with the use of hearts for St. Val- 
entine’s Day decorations to a spiritual idea 
of what the heart really stands for, a 
teacher used red cardboard hearts for a 
little object talk. 

Three sizes of hearts with a small hole 
punched in the center, about a half inch 
from the top, were used. The largest, 
about three inches by three inches, was ex- 
hibited to the class, and the children were 
asked what the object was, and what it 
stood for. Then it was explained that we 
love with our hearts, and since this was 


a large heart, it would be used to represent - 
the heart of the One who loves us more 


than anyone else could possibly love us. 
Then the second or middle size was dis- 


played. It was about two inches each way. | 
The children were asked who loved more . 


than anyone else next to God, and of 
course the answer came that it was the 
mothers and fathers. So this heart was 
said to symbolize the hearts of our parents, 
. When the smallest heart, about one and 


one-half inches in size, was held up, the . 


children immediately knew that this rep- 
resented their own hearts. 


“Now what is it that holds all these 


hearts together ?”’ asked the teacher. Finally - 
So a piece - 


the answer came: “Love.” 
of scarlet cord about eight inches. long 
was placed through the holes and the ends 
tied together.. “Now we cannot possibly 
get away from God, or from our parents, 
for the cord of love holds them all to- 
gether.” The hearts may. be spread out on 
the cord so they do not touch each other. 

“When we sin, it bruises the hearts of 
God and of parents, and there is a great 
torn place in our own hearts. But when 
we ask Christ to forgive our sins, he mends 
our hearts.” 

“God is love’ (1 John 4:8) may be 
typed on a piece of white gummed paper 
and pasted -on the large heart; and, 
“We love him because he first loved us” 
(1 John 4:19) on the small heart. The 
Scripture text on the hearts carries the 
message to the parents, for each child is 
given a set of hearts with a piece of string 
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to put through the holes, though the teacher 
usually is called upon to tie the knots. 

If this little object lesson is given as soon 
as Valentine’s Day decorations appear, and 
reviewed each Sunday until the holiday is 
past, it creates a wholesome first impres- 
sion that the child will carry throughout 
its whole life. 


Easton, Pa. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Dear Mother Ruth: I have read your column 
for some time and have enjoyed it and been 
helped by the advice you gave to others, so 
here I am with a problem of my own, When 
I do wrong things and ask God to forgive me, 
I seem to doubt whether he has done so be- 
cause I am not happy afterward, and do the 
same old things over and over again. I do 
hate to go round in circles committing the 
same old sins and uttering the same confes- 
sions. Why don’t I have the assurance that 
God has forgiven me? Must I, alone, try to 
get the victory over the sins I commit? 

Each morning I ask God to keep me from 
them, and each day I do them. Why is this? 
I have been so wanting to point one soul to 
Christ, but how can I expect blessing when I 
am not in perfect communion with him? [I 
am not well, and have been near death many 
times, — must I go empty handed with nothing 
to lay at the feet of my blessed Master? Not 
a single soul to swell the honor of that name? 
—TROUBLED. 

Y DEAR GIRL: “But without faith 

it is impossible to please him; for 
he that cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek him’ (Heb. 11:6). 
Of course you do the same old sins all 
over again, for. you say yourself that you 
“seem to doubt,” and: with a repentance 
that expects to repeat the offense, how can 
you ever expect to be an overcomer? I 
am afraid; my dear, you are not in, ear- 
nest. Are you not holding on to the be- 
setting sin? You want the joy of the child 
of God, who knows his sins are forgiven, 
because he confesses them to God, trusts 
in Christ’s death for him, and comes to 
God with a decision made in the presence 
of God to give up the sins and to turn 
from them, and has let the enemy know 
that. he hates him and all his works. God 
knows the heart and sees just how you 
feel about this sinfulness and knows how 
much you believe in him and his power to 
save to the “uttermost”: (Heb. 7: 25). 

Make up your mind right now that you 
will give up this playing fast and’ loose 
with sin, that you will come to God with 
a contrite heart, and that you will love 
him for his death on Calvary; you will 
accept the blood for your cleansing, and 
the Holy Spirit will give you the power 
to refuse all overtures of the Evil One 
to separate you from your Lord and God. 
God has given you a “way of escape” (1 
Cor. 10:13): Read it, and see your priv- 
ileges in Christ Jesus. Then you will be 
ready to point sinners to a Christ who is 
able to forgive you and keep you from 
falling. Then you will know the joy of the 
Lord, and you will not be able to keep 
quiet, but will sound his praises forth that 
others may want him, too. Be in earnest 
about your salvation, and attain that place 
where it is a pleasure to turn your back on 
the Devil. 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 5. JESUS CHOOSES THE TWELVE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Mark 3 : 7-35 
Golden Text.—! have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit.—John 15:16 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Mark 3: 7-194 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Mark 3: 7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the 
sea: and a great multitude from-Galilee followed him, and from Judea, 
8 And from Jerusalem, and from Idumea, and from beyond Jordan ; 
and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had 
heard what great things he did, came unto him. 
o And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait 
on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him. 
10 For he had healed many; insomuch that they pressed upon him 
for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 
11 And unclean spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, 
and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 
‘ 12 And he straitly charged them that they should not make him 
nown. . 
13 And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom 
he would: and the¥ came unto him. 
14 And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and 
that he might send them forth to preach, 
15 And to- have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils: 
16 And Simon he surnamed Peter ; 
17 And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James; 
and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thunder: 
18 And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and 
Thomas, and James the son of Alpheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon 
the Canaanite, 
19 And Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him. 


% % 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Mark 3:7 And Jesus with his disciples withdrew to the sea: and 
a great multitude from Galilee followed; and from Judea, 8 and 
from Jerusalem, and from Idumeza, and beyond the Jordan, and about 
Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, hearing * what great things he 
did, came unto him. 9 And he spake to his disciples, that a little 
boat should wait on him because of the crowd, lest they shouid 
throng him: 10 for he had healed many; insomuch that as many as 
had # plagues * pressed upon him that they might touch h'm. 11 And 
the unclean spirits, whensoever they beheld him, fell down before 
him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 12 And he charged 
them much that they should not make him known. 

13 And he goeth up into the mountain, and calleth unto him whom 
he himself would; and they went unto him. 14 And he appointed 
twelve, ‘that they might be with him, and that he might send them 
forth to preach, 15 and to have authority to cast out demons: 16 ° and 
Simon he surnamed Peter; 17 and * James the son of. Zebedee, and 
John the brother of * James; and them he surnamed Boanerges, which 
is, Sons of thunder: 18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, and Thomas, and * James, the son of Alpheus, and 
Thaddeus, and Simon the *Cananzan, 19 and Judas Iscariot, who 
also * betrayed him. 


Or, all the things that he did. *Gr., scourges. *Gr., fell. 
*Some ancient authorities add whom also he named apostles. See 
Luke 6:13; comp. ch. 6: 30. Some ancient authorities insert 
and he appointed twelve. *Or, Jacob. *Or, Zealot. See Luke 
6:15; Acts 1:13. *%Or, delivered him up. 

American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


TURNING point in the ministry of 
A Christ, and a turning point in hu- 

man history came with the choosing 
of the twelve apostles. None knew the 
eternal significance of it, least of all the 
apostles themselves. Our Lord knew, and 
spent all night in prayer before he chose 
them (Luke 6:12, 13). Ten groups® of 
people with whom Christ dealt are before 
us in this lesson: great multitudes, sick, 
demon-possessed, demons, disciples, apostles, 
Judas (and other disciples who later left 
Jesus), friends (probably relatives), blas- 
pheming scribes, his mother and brethren. 
The choosing of the Twelve had a rela- 
tion to all these groups. When the rulers 
reject Christ, he establishes a new order 
of spiritual leaders, and the training of 
them now becomes more important than 
preaching to vast multitudes. 


The Historical Setting 


The call of the disciples came probably 
in the early summer of A. D. 28. It seems 
clear that after choosing the Twelve he 
came down to a level place in the moun- 
tain and preached the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 5, 6, and 7; Luke 6: 17-49). 
It was some time liater, possibly in the 
autumn, when the scribes came from Jeru- 
salem and the events of Mark 3: 20-35 
took place. 


Verse by Verse 

Mark 3:7.—But Jesus withdrew... 
with his disciples to the sea. We find 
the Lord always withdrawing from the 
opposition of his enemies until his hour 


was come to be delivered up (v. 6; Matt. 
4:12; Luke 4:30; John 7:1, 6). 

Verse 8—From Idumea. Name for 
Edom, Esau’s rocky land, south of the 
Dead Sea. Herod and other troublers of 
Israel sprang from Edom. From beyond 
Jordan. East of the Jordan, especially 
Perea, where our Lord had a wonderful 
ministry following the Galilean ministry 
(Matt. 19:1, 2). The multitudes. may have 
included many Gentiles. They about Tyre 
and Sidon. Later our Lord went there 
for a time of retirement (Mark 7: 24, 31), 
the only occasion of his leaving Palestine. 
Note Luke ro: 13, 14. 





Chosen 
By Amos R. Wells 


HOM does the Saviour choose to- 

day? Whom, to go on his toilsome 
way? Whom, to walk on the road of 
faith? Whom, to welcome danger and 
death? ‘Those who believe on the Savi- 
our’s word, those who yield to the living 
Lord, those who would gladly his plan 
fulfill, those whose joy is to do his will. 
Who, with Peter and James and John, 
rest their fortunes the Christ upon, share 
his successes and bitter loss, weat* the 
crown and carry his cross? ‘Those who 
are humble in life and heart, those who 
have the chosen the better part, those who 
have entered the second birth, living the 
heavenly life on earth, Whom has the 
Saviour chosen now? Who will wear 
his name on their brow? Who are they 
whom the Lord will own, sharing the 
bliss of the glorified throne? They who 
know they are less than least, all unfit for 
the heavenly feast, faithfully treading the , 
difficult way, they are the Saviour’s chosen © 
today. 4 











Verse 10—To touch him. The touch of 
faith recorded of the woman with an issue 
of blood (Mark 5:27, 28) was evidently 
one of many such miracles. 


Verse 11.—Unclean spirits ... fell down 
before him. “Unclean” spirits are in con- 
trast to the holy angels. One day every 
knee will bow to him (Phil. 2: 10). 


Verse 12.—He straitly charged them that 
they should not make him known. It was 
not the time to press home publicly his 
Messiahship and deity, against the rising 
opposition of the rulers; in any case he 
wanted no testimony from Satan’s kingdom 
(Acts 16:17, 18). 


Verse 13.—He gocth up into a mountain. 
The hill of “the Sermon on the Mount,” 
possibly the Horns of Hattin, about seven 
miles southwest of Capernaum. Calleth 
unto him whom he would. His choice is 
sovereign (John 15:16) but also based on 
the human qualifications of these men, 

Verse 14.—That they should be with him. 
They were to enter the greatest of all 
training colleges, “with him.” That he 
might send them forth to preach, Chris- 
tian training always includes the doing of 
the thing. Even instruction from the Mas- 
ter is not a substitute for their own serv- 
ice. 

Verse 15.—Power to heal sicknesses. 
The Lord’s own autkority, which he has 
been using, is given to them, but not neces- 
sarily to Christian ministers today. 

Verse 16.—Simon he surnamed Peter. 
Simon is always “the first” (Matt. 10:2), 
the future leader of the Twelve, by Christ’s 
choice and by his own personal qualities. 

Verse 17.—James the son of Zebedee. 
One, of the ,inner circle of, three, the first 
martyr of the Twelve. (Mark 1:19; 5: 


"373 9:2; 10:41; 14:33; Luke 5:3; 9: 
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54; Acts 12:2). John the brother of 
James. John was the younger, at this 
time possibly about twenty. He surnamed 
them Boanerges, which is, The. sons of 
thunder. Probably because of their vehe- 
ment character (Mark 9: 38; 10:37; Luke 
0: 53-56), transformed into faithful zeal 
and boldness for their beloved Lord. 


Verse 18—And Andrew. The great 
“Finder” (John 1:41; 6:8; 12:22; 
see Mark 1:19; ,13:3). And Philip. 
The first one to whom Christ said, 
“Follow me.” He found Nathanael. 
(John 1: 43-45; 6:5; 12:21; 14:8.) 
And Bartholomew. “Son of Tolmai”; 
closely linked with Philip, and doubtless 
identical with Nathanael (John 1:45; 21: 
2). Matthew. In Matthew’s Gospel the 
words “the publican” are added (10:3). 
Mark and Luke call him Levi. Matthew, 
“sift of God,” may have been his new 
Christian name (Matt. 9:9; Mark 2:14; 
Luke 5:27, 29). And Thomas. Cautious 
yet courageous, looking on the darker side 
of things (John 11:16; 14:5; 20:24; 21: 
2). James the son of Alpheus. Called 
“the less’ (Mark 15:40), meaning “the 
little’ (Matt. 27:56; Mark 16:1; Luke 
24:10). His mother Mary was one of 
the honored group that ministered to Jesus. 
And Thaddeus. Identified with “Judas of 
James” (Luke 6: 16), possibly meaning the 
brother of James the less, and “Judas not 
, Iscariot” (John 14:22). He is called also 
“Lebbzeus,” meaning the same as Thad- 
deus, “beloved.” Simon the Canaanite. 


The -word should be “Cananzan,” the | 


Aramaic equivalent of “the zealot.” He 
had probably been a member of the sect 
that bitterly opposed the Roman rule (Acts 
5:37). 

Verse 19.—Judas Iscariot. His father 
was Simon Iscariot (John 13:26, R. V.), 
the surname meaning “man of Kerioth,” 
a town of Judah. Always named last. 
Which also betrayed him. Literally, “de- 
livered him up.” Only once is Judas called 
“the traitor” (Luke 6:16). When Jesus 
chose Judas he doubtless had qualities fit- 
ting him for discipleship, and these, not 
God’s certain foreknowledge, influenced the 
choice. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Amazing grace and power are manifest 
not only in Christ’s call to salvation but 
in- his call to service. Those twelve sons 
of Jaccb would hardly have been chosen 
by men to build the tribes of Israel. And 
who would have chosen these twelve apos- 
tles as foundation stones for the house of 
God? humble, unlearned, all Galileans, 
probably, except Judas, all alike sinners 
and slow of heart to believe, each different 
from the others with differences that are 
startling. Look at these eleven men: im- 
petuous Peter, man of action; timid An- 
drew, trustful and hopeful ; fiery, ambitious, 
deep-feeling James and John; practical and 
direct Philip; guileless Nathanael, man of 
meditation; outcast Matthew, unemotional 
man of system; cautious and dubious 
Thomas; James and Thaddeus, faithful in 
obscurity; Simon, the Zealot, whose hot 
zeal may have been a challenge to Judas, 
name of shame and everlasting contempt. 
What Christ did with these men tells what 
he can do with us, each according to qual- 
ities that we have. He calls me to salva- 
tion “just as I am,” and he calls me to 
service “just as I am.” He calls us, as he 
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“Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had :from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
6. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve 
Mark 3: 7-35 
gy. February 12—Jesus Teaching . by 
Parables — Four Kinds of Hearers 
Mark 4: 1-20 
. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by 
Parables—The Growth of the 
BBGOER ob eseep ess cvacetenss Mark 4: 21-34 


eo 


9. February 26—Jesus Shows His 
POW * ci vesssitcvces Mark 4:35 to §:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus ‘ Giving Life and 
pC Merrerrerrr re reree ret tir Mark 5: 21-43 
11. March 12.—Jesus Ministering to the 
PRUIIRGGS | o hese veccccectece ses Mark 6: 1-56 


12. March 19.—The Effects ‘of Alcoholic 
Drinks (Temperance Lesson). Prov. 
23 : 29-32; Isa. 28:1-4; Dan. 5: 1-4 
13. March 26.—Review: Jesus Our Ex- 
ample in Service. 


Second Quarter 


1. April 2—Jesus Ministeririg to Jews and 
CPUUNUNNGE , ca vcccdecadbabicsensssne Mark 7: 1-37 








called them, first to know him, then to 
make him known. The fruit is certain, 
and it is’ much fruit, amazing fruit. 


Lesson Outlines 
Gop-SEnt MEN 


1. Chosen by Christ: a supernatural 
call, 

2. Companions with Christ: a super- 
natural training. 

3..Commissioned by Christ: a super- 
natural message and supernatural power. 


PROGRESS OF THE MINISTRY 

1. Increasing’ revelation of power and 
increasing popularity (Mark 3: 7-12). 

2. Turning from multitudes to train 
disciples (Mark 3: 13-19). 

3. Increasing enmity and opposition of 
religious. leaders, and misunderstand- 
ing of his family (Mark 3: 20-35). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Twelve Apostles. Many topics con- 
nected with the apostles may be profitably 
studied: (1) The choice, and the four 
lists. (2) Groupings of the twelve, “two 
by two,” inner group of three, and appar- 
ently three groups of four each, led by 
Peter, Philip, and James the son of Al- 
pheus. (3) Family relationships, probably 
three sets of brothers; note fathers and 
mothers. (4) The.progressive calls (John 
1: 35-51; Mark 1i:16-20; Luke 5: 1-11; 
Mark 2: 13-17; John 21: 1-22). (5) Their 
commission, and differences from Christ’s 
ministers today (Matt. 10: 5-42). (6) 
Training of the Twelve. (7) Events re- 
corded in Gospels. (8) Personal glimpses, 
specially in John. (9) Career after Resur- 
rection. (10) Characteristics of the Twelve, 
ai.. of each individual. (11) Peter’s lead- 
ership and ministry as apostle of the cir- 
cumcision. (12) The apostolic call and 
qualifications and relationship to present 
Church (Acts 1: 21, 22; 1 Cor. 9:1; Eph. 
2:20). (13) Apostolic writings: Matthew, 
John, Peter. (14) Symbolism of number 
“twelve,” and relation to Israel (Matt. 19: 
28; Rev. 4:4; 21:14). (15) Judas and 
his fall. (16) Later traditions. Many of 
them are unreliable, but all testify to faith- 
fulness unto death, and in a number of 
cases unto martyrdom. 


The _Unpardonable Sin. Blasphemy 


January 21, 1933 


against the Holy Spirit,.expressed by de- 
liberately. calling. the works of God the 
works of the Devil, is different from “re- 
sisting the-Holy Spirit,” or the final: rejec- 
tion of Christ. To refuse pardon is differ- 
ent from sinning a sin which, from: its 
nature, cannot be pardoned. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


We are invited to enter the family of 
the Son of God. Those who are ready to 
choose and to do the Father’s will are 
joined to Christ in bonds more precious 
than that of those of his mother and his 
brothers and his sisters (Mark 3: 31-35). 


We are called to be ambassadors. There 
are no “apostles” today in the sense that 
the men who saw the Lord in the flesh, 
and were to be the foundation of the 
Church, were apostles. But he has chosen 
us also to bear fruit, and the essential call 
to know Christ and to make him known 
is the same. 


As disciples we must train for service. 
Every Sunday-school teacher and officer 
who can possibly do it should take at least 
a year in some Bible training school. If 
that is not possible, enter into some definite 
and. systematic study. For practical sug- 
gestions write to the secretary of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


As ministers and teachers our most fruit- 
ful work is to train others. Every church 
should adopt a definite plan for training 
its teachers and workers. The Association 
mentioned above will help you do this. 


Our greatest work as ambassadors is to 
reach the foreign mission fields. These 
fields, white unto harvest, are still the con- 
cern of the Lord of the harvest (Matt. 9: 
37, 38). 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Likeness to Christ is the great qualifica- 
tion for Christian service. 


Touching the Saviour is very different 
from thronging the Saviour: one is with 
faith, the other with curiosity. 

Not Judas only, but many disciples 
turned away from Jesus (John 6:66); 
Judas was exalted higher and fell ‘farther. 

Teachers who are troubled by dull, un- 
responsive pupils should remember the 
Twelve and the Master Teacher, and take 
courage. 

There was one striking thing, among 
others, that the Pharisees and Judas had 
in common: they were lovers of money 
(Luke 16:14, R. V.; John 12:6). 

The Twelve had many family ties: how 
sweet are family relationships when in 


_ Christ. 


Christ did not call disciples to stay and 
build expensive plants in evangelized lands, 
but to go and preach the Gospel in unevan- 
gelized lands. 

No education is true education unless 
Jesus Christ is in the midst of it (Mark 
3:14). 

Some of the apostles were over-zealous 
and they had every variety of weakness, 
but we have'no record that any of them 
was lazy. 

None of the brothers of Jesus were 
chosen among the Twelve.. What they 
missed! 


Cotumsra, S. C. 
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Lesson for February 5 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MateriAL: Have two captains 
choase half a dozen children for each 
side, and line up on the platform, as tf 
for a spelling match. 











HAT did Frank and Helen do just 

now? ‘They chose some of you to 
be on their sides in this make-believe spell- 
ing match, 

Frank, why did you choose this boy? 
Because you want him. Yes, but why? 
What do you want him to do? Spell. 
Yes, of ccurse. You really chose him be- 
cause. you want him to be on your side, 
ond’ work with you, didn’t you? 

And Helen did just the same thing. 

Do you know, Jesus Christ when he was 
on earth chose twelve men to help’ him, to 
work with him, to be his friends, to be on 
his side? I am sure you knew that. 

But do you know that he is still choosing 
and calling boys and girls and men and 
women to be his co-workers, and his 
friends? He is calling you, each one of 
you. You have to be on his side, or against 
him. Which? 


Mopesto, CAL, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Joy of It.—He ordained twelve ... 
that he: might send them forth to preach. 
And to have power to heal (Mark 3: 14, 
15). If you are one of his disciples I 
wonder if he has not sent you “forth to 
preach” and “to have power to heal.”. ‘Yes, 
you can “preach” all right since you have 
tongue and voice, but you are not so sure 
about the “heal.” If you will look around 
you, you will find the true disciples are 
healing by the wholesale every day. More 
people are under the healing power of 
Jesus’ disciples every day than there, were 
people in all Palestine in the day when a 
few of them crowded the Master. 

Almost any real doctor will tell you if 
that “pulsometer” hidden behind your vest 
is working in perfect tune —I came almost 
writing, hitting on all cylinders —we hu- 
mans are apt to be healed of all diseases. 
Don’t we have a song, “If your heart keeps 
right”? If some of you fellows should be 
inclined to think your Uncle Billy is fanci- 
ful in this matter suppose you just turn 
to Proverbs 17:22. “A merry heart doeth 
good like a medicine.” This is the part 
of the verse usually quoted, but here is 
the other half, “but a broken spirit drieth 
the bones.” Who are the “merry hearted,” 
and who are the “broken spirited”? You 
do not have to be told. In a lesson in 
March, 1931, I called attention to the fact 
that Thomas A. Edison, the inventor, said, 
“I do not know a single happy man.” 
Thomas had for years associated with men 
of great wealth. He had never associated 
with a working Christian. If he had he 
would never have made that statement. 
While there are in the ‘church those who 
are not happy, these are not out “preach- 
ing” and , “healing.” 


The Real Names.—And Simon he sur- 
named Peter; and James ..°. and John... 
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he surnamed ,.. The sons of thunder (vs. 
16, 17). When I had a class of boys and 
we came to this passage I would say, “If 
you were named according to what you 
really are, what would that name be? 
What would the fellows call you?” It 
is said that at school Gladstone’s nickname 
was “Crystal,” instead of “Bill.” He was 
the clear, pure kind of boy, and this was 
back of his ‘greatness. The boys all called 
me “Bill.” Never Will or Willie. I got 
“William” only from the teachers when 
there was trouble. ‘When a fellow wanted 
to be real ugly and was itching for a fight 
he called me “Bill Sykes,”—and got his 
fight! This was in the last century B. C. 
(before conversion). But here is a ques- 
tion: Why don’t the girls nickname each 
other? No, Dottie, Polly, Betty, and so 
on, are not nicknames, - “Catty” might be 
a nickname for some girls. “Gabby” and 
“Sassy” and “Smoky” — but this sort are 
not in Sunday-schools. 

James and John were named by Jesus 
“Thunderson,” and I have wondered why. 
Was it because Jesus knew they had in 
them the lightning hearts that would call 
the crashing’ fires from heaven upon the 
defenseless women and children of Sa- 
maria? (Luke 9:54.) At old Siwash 
there was a colored boy so’ black we called 
him “Snowball.” In the story they called 
him “Lightnin’ Bill Jones,” because he was 
so slow. But Jesus does not use the an- 
tithesis method in his namirg, but he calls 
us all for what he can look into us and see 
that we really are. 


In and Out of the Limelight.—And An- 
drew, and Philip . . . and. Judas Iscariot 
(vs. 18, 19). Andrew the “Finder” of 
Peter and the Fisher Boy. Philip the 
“Show Me” of John 14:8 and Acts 8: 31. 
We do not know so much more about these 
two good men of The Twelve. But the 
world knows all about Judas. Why so 
much attention to the one bad one among 
The Twelve and so little of most of the 
others? Well, ‘it happens to be the sad 
fact in the things of life that, in modern 
phrase, the bad is “front page stuff.” As 
Mark Antony, and some of us, declaimed 
over the dead body of Czsar in the little 
red schoolhouse (which was white) — 


I come to bury Czsar, not to praise him. 
The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interred with their bones. 
So let it be with Cesar. 

One bad one in the family. One scoun- 
drel in the community. -Who can name 
offhand. a half -dozen of Washington’s 
generals? But who does not know Bene- 
dict Arnold? Who can name half a dozen 
American statesmen of along about 1800? 
But everybody knows Aaron Burr. Who 
cam name The Twelve? But everybody 
knows Judas Iscariot. The godless one 
who can scarcely name a Bible personage 
knows Judas. I have heard such a one 
swear with him, “Jumpin’ Judas!” 

I had a doctor friend staying overnight 
with me. He had been in sore trouble 
and disgrace. I was helping him by trying 
to tie him up with Heaven. When he re- 
tired to his roonr I gave him the Gospel 
of John to read. He read it late into the 
night. The next morning he said, “Bill, 
what. John is that? John the Baptist?” 
He was all straight on Judas, however. 

Here is the point: Most of us are the 
“other. James” and Thaddeus and the 
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“other. Simon” of verse 18 and don’t have 
to’ have our names changed to Little Rocks, 
and - Thunderson, and Show Me, and 
Doubter and Betrayer. Working along 
faithfully out of the limelight. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and. searching character. 
They are written by. several members of 
The Sunday School. Times _ staff,—Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. 
Have yow tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as A che on a —_ page. of 
is issue? 


HAT coalition is mentioned in Mark 

3:6 that persisted in its opposition to 

our Lord until it accomplished his 
death ? 


2. What does the map show about the 
widespread: fame of Jesus of Nazareth by this 
time in his public ministry? 

3. What was the first real test of true dis- 
cipleship that came to the Twelve 

4. What was one reason for the falling 
away of Judas? 

5. Quote a passage in Isaiah peculiarly ex- 
pressive of the call of our Lord for followers 
today. 

6. Who were the friends who thought that 
our Lord was beside himself ? 

7. In what way was the commission of the 
spotien different from that of ministers to- 

ay 

8. Can anyone today commit the unpardon- 
able sin? 

What connection had the choosing of 
the "Twelve with the blasphemy of the scribes ? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


yw 
The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a léaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full. list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure io note 
the, conditions means that good illustrations 
are“constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson a. _ in the 
lesson list after the word “ 


In view of the large seater ye illustrations 
submitted on each readers are asked to 
limit to ten illustrations the total number for 
any one lesson. 

Volunteers.—And they came unto him 
(v. 13). The Christian Church is made 
up wholly of volunteers; there are no 
drafted men. In this lies its potential 
strength—From W. L. Phelps, in “Christ 
or Cesar.” Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Utica, N. Y. 


When He Left the Efficiency Confer- 
ence.—He ordained twelve ... to cast out 
devils (vs. 14, 15). There was a national 
church convention going on in Birmingham, 
and there was some sort of “Efficiency 
Conference.” Brother B. couldn’t stand 
that conference; he sat through a morning 
session hearing speeches, reports, and sur- 
veys without end, and then slipped out 
while the members of the conference were 
eating lunch preparatory to another long 
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afternoon session. This is what he told a 
friend: “George, I couldn’t stand it any 
longer in that conference on efficiency. It 
got too monotonous for me, so I slipped 
out and ate lunch with a workingman I 
know in the mills. We sat on the curb- 
stone and ate from his lunch pail, and I 
prayed with him, and he gave his heart 
to the Lord. I’d been laying for that ras- 
cal for months. All morning in that slow 
conference I kept thinking of him. They 
were talking about saving men in mass 
movements, and that’s all right. But I 
knew where Jim Ruggles sat to eat his 
lunch, so I slipped out and found him for 
the Lord. Now I think I can stand it to 
sit through another afternoon of that effi- 
ciency conference, with God's help.”— 
From Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Joined to the Main.—And to have power 
{y. 15). Some one wrote congratulating 
the Rev. Archibald Brown upon ;his de- 
voted and successful work for Christ, and 
asked the secret of it. “The answer is very 
simple,” said he. “Fifty years ago Archi- 
bald Brown was joined up to the main, 
and the tap has been running ever since.” 
Let us open the inner cells of our being 
to God’s Holy Spirit—From “This is the 
Way,’ by An Unknown Christian. Sent 
by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


Beside Himself?—They said, He is be- 
side himself (v. 21). Two friends, one an 
army officer, met after an interval of ten 
years. They were much attached to each 
other, and shook hands cordially. After a 
little chat, the civilian, looking at the other 
man with a curious air,- observed: “By 
the way, General, they tell me you have 
gone mad over religion. Is there really 
anything in the report?” “Well,” responded 
the general, “I’m not aware of being crazy; 
so far as I know I am in the enjoyment 
of my senses. But you know there is one 
comfort. If I am out of my head, I’ve got 
Jesus Christ for my Keeper, and Heaven 
for my lunatic asylum, so I think I shan’t 
do so badly after all.’—From “oor IIlus- 
trations fer Pulpit and Platform,’ by 
Webb. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Rafael, Cal. 


“No Mistake of God’s.”—J have chosen 


you, and ordained you, that ye should go 
and bring forth fruit (Golden Text). “I 
have heard that this physician [who un- 
wittingly caused her blindness] never 
ceased expressing his regret at the occur- 
rence; and that it was one of the sorrows 
of his life. But if I could meet him. now, 
I would say, “Thank you, thank you, over 
and over again, for making me blind. ... 
Although it may have been a blunder on 
the physician’s part, it was no mistake on 
God’s. I verily believe it was his intention 
that I should live my days in physical dark- 
ness, so as to be better prepared to sing 
his praises and incite others so to do.”— 
From Fanny Crosby’s Life Story by Her- 
self. Sent by Laura Davies Holt, Houston, 
Tex. Prise illustration. 


The Blueprints.—I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit (Golden Text). An engineer 
was confined to his bed, his lower limbs 
being paralyzed, but because of his reputa- 
tion for great skill he was asked to draw 
the blueprints for a great suspension bridge. 
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The plans were at length completed and 
placed in the hands of those who were to 
do the work. Months passed by and the 
bridge was finished. Four men came to 
the engineer’s room and carried him out 
on his cot to a place from whence he could 
view the bridge spanning a wide river, over 
which vehicles were rapidly passing. Tears 
filled his eyes, and looking down at the 
blueprints in his hands, he cried out, “It’s 
just like the plan; it’s just like the plan.” 
God has his blueprints. There are world 
plans; others are individual life plans. 
Have we found his plan for our lives, and 
are we obediently walking therein? There 
can be no greater reward, when looking 
back over our lives from eternity, than to 
hear him say, “It’s just like the plan; it’s 
just like the plan.”.—From The Wonderful 
Word. Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Rafael, Cal. 


4 
Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. What did Mark see in Jesus? 

2. What did the “‘multitudes” see"in him? 
3. What did Jesus see in his. “twelve’’?. 
4. What does he see in you? 


HIS third chapter is so typically 
“Markian” your girls will enjoy search- 
ing it through for his own “marks” of 
authorship. Note, first, the vivid impres- 
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sion Mark caught of the power of. Jesus’ 
personality, and the strong lines in his pic- 
ture of the Master in the opening six 
verses. The positiveness and promptness 
of the Lord’s notice of the afflicted man, 
and his almost sharp command to him to 
“stand forth’; his incisive question to his 
prying enemies, and their silence before 
him; then those boldly descriptive phrases, 
that Jesus “looked ... on them with: anger, 
being grieved” at their hard hearts —all 
these so clearly portray both the sternness 
and needful severity of our Lord, with his 
deep tenderness over both suffering and 
sin. That the cruel, cold selfishness of 
those who should have been concerned for 
this afflicted man should “grieve” the heart 
of this Sinless One —is not this a picture 
of his love for the whole world? 


Again, note (with a map) Mark’s em- 
phasis upon the crowding multitudes 
thronging about this Man of supreme 
power, coming from the extreme lengths 
of the land (vs.-7-12). See how that power 
is invariably exercised over the demons, 
and notice their recognition of “the Son 
of God”! Notice the connection of. the 
only “straightway” in this chapter — others 
were swift, too, besides our Lord! 


2. Why those pressing crowds that al- 
most “fell” upon the Lord? (See v. 10, 
marg.) What did they see in him that 
called them from Idumza to Sidon, from 
“beyond Jordan” to the Great Sea? Ask 
your girls to answer that question by look- 


The original Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 
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you twelve,and one 
of you is a devil?” 














Of what avail is church-membership without heart-loyalty to Christ? 


Dr, Pace’s cartoons may now be obtained as stereopticon slides. There are 20 series of these, con- 

taining 30 to 40 slides each, with comments making a connected sermon out of each series. . They 

may be rented at 5c per slide, or bought for 40c each, uncolored. or 75c each colored, from The 
McIntosh Stereopticon Company, 549 West Randolph §S reet. Chicago. 
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Lesson for February 5 


ing at the Young Man Jesus through the 
eyes of the young man Mark. 

3. And what must their Master have 
seen in those twelve whom he chose as his 
closest friends and helpers? We may be 
sure he saw all—more than we _ see 
through the narratives concerning them — 
“the good and the bad”; but more than 
that — he knew his transforming love could 
make them into “new men in Christ Jesus.” 


4. And what does he now see in your 
girls —those same all-seeing eyes that 
Mark watched and described so convinc- 
ingly? What would a list of your girls’ 
names reveal to any reader today? What 
do even you, their friend and constant 
teacher, really see in them? But what does 
Jesus see in those girls of yours? All 
that they are—not one least secret es- 
capes’ him, not’ one motive or aspiration. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jets Telling Bible Stories" 
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And what can he not make of them, if only 
they, like the twelve, will follow him, as 
he calls and appoints them to the doing 
of his will for each one! 


Home Study 


Complete studying this chapter at home, 
noting especially the last verse. Do you 
belong in that group? How can you be 
listed among his “sisters”? See his answer. 

Decatur, Ga. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou hast so provided for 
our place of service that it is through the 
call of the Lord Jesus, thine only begotten 
Son, our Saviour, that we are summoned to 
the place which thou wouldst have us occupy. 
We thank thee that *the choice is not ours 
in the midst of all our frailties and the con- 
flicting voices that call in so many directions. 
Lord Jesus, we thank thee that thou indeed 
hast chosen thy workers among whom we are 
privileged to be counted, and we would appre- 
ciate this call more than we ever have as we 
remember who it is that has chosen us and 
for what purpose in his plan for blessing to 
mankind. Help us to be true disciples, true 
learners as we walk with him, and may we 
gladly follow where he leads, not thinking of 
ourselves, but gladly going forth to do his will 
in whatever service he may choose to place 
us. We ask this in his dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Has it not been a 
great help to you sometimes to be chosen 
for a special duty by some one for whom 
you have great respect? You may have 
wondered just why you were picked out, 
but you are certainly glad even though 
you could not quite understand why you 
were the one chosen. All of us who are 
in Christian service, and who are doing 
what God. would want us to do in that 
service, find great: help in the thought that 
we have been led into the- work because 
of the Lord’s own plan, and not through 
some. selfish effort of our own. If we are 
not in‘his work by his own choice, we shall 
never be able to do what we ought to do 
even in that kind of service. We some- 
times may think that a minister is chosen 
in some way by which we could not be 
chosen. There are special ways by which 
he is set apart as a minister of the Gospel, 
but as far as the Lord’s service is con- 
cerned every one of. us who is willing to 
do the Lord’s will is chosen for something 
that God wants us to-do.- An old hymn 


’ writer has written this beautiful verse 


which has been a great help to many, many 
people : : 2 
Christ the Son of God: hath sent me 
Through the midnight~ lands. 
Mine the mighty ordination, 
Of the pierced hands. 

Yes, Sunday-school teacher, young peo- 
ple’s leader, you” are ordained for . your 
work, if you. are where. God- wants you 
to be. Let us be thankful that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is the one who chooses, and 
not we ourselves, for how many mistakes 
we would make! Let us pray. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Today’s Thought: A summons from the 
King of kings. 

1. Mountains. 

2. Walking and living with the Lord 
Jesus. 

3. Obeying his call. 

4. The chosen twelve. 











[ JUST love mountains. I wonder if 
you do, too? They are so big and com- 
forting, aren’t they? When I was a little 
girl I lived where there were mountains 
all around my home, and they seemed to 
me to protect it. Do you know, they al- 
ways make me think of God! I think they 
reminded David of God, too, for you re- 
member he sang, “I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills. From whence cometh my 
help? My help cometh from the Lord” 
(Psa, 448i *:5;" 3). 

The Lord Jesus often went for long 
walks up into the mountains when he was 
here on earth, so I know he loved them, 
too. Our lesson is about what happened 
during one of these walks, and now we 
will read it from our Bibles. How lovely 
to have been able to go for walks with 
the Lord Jesus! And yet you and I may 
have him with us — not only on our walks, 
but every moment — if we ask him to come 
and live in our hearts. Have you ever 
asked him? Let us make this chorus our 
prayer today: 

Into my heart, into my heart, 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus; 

Come in today, come in to stay, 
Come into my heart, Lord Jesus. 

(The teacher should first read the les- 
son aloud to herself before’ Sunday-school, 
because of the many difficult names.) Em- 
phasize the thought that the Lord Jesus 
is the King of kings.. “He... called. unto 
him whom he would:,and they came- unto 
him.” His was a royal summons. If a 
subject of an earthly king received a sum- 
mons and disobeyed, he would be punished. 
How much more do we deserve punishment 
if we disobey the summons of the King 
of kings. He is summoning us today to 
live our lives for his glory. Who will 
obey? i 

The chosen twelve had lived ‘about six 
months with the Lord Jesus before he sum- 
moned them” to’ the” special ‘service men- 
tioned in verses 14 and 15. They had been 


’ in’ training. How important to begin our 


training when we are young, so that we 
may be ready for the special service he has 
for us when we are older! So many have 
missed years of joyful service for Christ 
because they would not obey his call in 
their youth, and so’ they had to spend time 
in training when, they might have been 
serving. 

The names of the disciples are given in 
approximately the same order in every list 
(cf. Matt. 10: 2-4; Luke 6: 14-16; Acts I: 
13), Peter always being put first, and Judas 
Iscariot last. Briefly sketch the charac- 
ters of the best known of these men. In 
olden days names were a guide to charac- 
ter, men’s names often being changed when 
their character changed, for example: 
Simon was changed to Peter, Saul to Paul, 
and so on. Any good concordance will 
give meanings of the names. An African 
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MISS GRACE SAXE’S 
BIBLE STUDY BOOKS 


are invaluable helps in Christian work. They make 
folks WANT to study the Bible and show them 
HOW. Evangelists, pr hers, S.S. teachers, lead- 
ers in young people's societies, women's auxiliaries 
and missionary societies, and neighborhood Bible 
classes enthusiastically use and commend these 
booklets. : 

Studies in Genesis. 

Studies in Exodus. 








Studies in Leviticus, Numbers, and geocenen. 
Studies in {weet Judges, and 
Studies in 1 and 11 Samuel. 

Studies in the Major Prophets. 

Studies in the Life of Christ. 

Studies in Luke. 

Studies in Acts. 

Studies in Romans. 

Studies in Hebrews. 


54 to 78 pages, each, 25c per copy, postage, 3c. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street, Chicago 
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boy wished his name to be changed to 
“Stainless Steel” when he was baptized. 
The Lord wants our characters to be like 
stainless steel, and he will make them'so if 
we ask him. 
Expression Work 

Teach the little ones the names of the 
chosen twelve so as to impress today’s 
lesson on their minds. The other stories 
in which the disciples are mentioned will 
then be more interesting to them. 

York, Ena. 

w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: God-chosen. 

Discussion: What are the qualities in a 
fellow that might cause him to be chosen 
of God for any service? 

Objective: A God-chosen consciousness. 











AY, fellows, just now a President-elect 

is looking over the men of the United 
States from whom he will choose the mem- 
bers of his cabinet. Much of the success 
or failure of his administration will depend 
upon this important choosing; but there is 
another side to it: an absolute change of 
life and occupation will come to the men 
he chooses. In our lesson today we see 
taking place the most momentous “cabinet 
choosing” in all history, as the Lord Jesus 
Christ selects the men who are to carry 
forward the great work for which he came 
to earth and died upon the cross to set in 
motion, 

But the point of most interest to you 
and me rests upon the “selected” rather 
than the “Selecter” as we try to read the 
significance of the event to ourselves. The 
Lord. Jesus called those men out by name. 
He knew them before they knew him. Not 
one of the twelve refused him. Every one 
of them left whatever occupation he had, 
accepted his call, and followed him. It 
took faith and courage to do that. Jesus 
was comparatively unknown. They just 
followed him on his own word. A con- 
verted gambler was once asked what it 
meant to him to be a Christian. His reply 
was: “It is just betting my life that Jesus 
Christ is true.” That was his gamblier’s 
way of locking at it. Those twelve men 
who followed Jesus said in effect: “We 
believe there is nothing in our present 
business, or ever can be, that is good 
enough to keep us from going with Him 
—and He has chosen us!” And were they 
wise? Who of us now whe are real Chris- 
tians but would leap at the chance to take 
their places? Except one! Judas Iscariot. 
Sometimes I wonder why Judas was al- 
lowed to come into the picture. One thing 
it shows, at least; a fellow may hear the 
call and may leave all and follow Jesus 
—and yet prove a traitor! Perhaps Judas 
did not “leave all.” One of the conditions 
of real “following” is leaving “all.” Judas 
evidently carried into the new relationship 
with Jesus his old love of money. That 
was fatal. 

So, fellows, with you and me. Jesus 
Christ is clearly calling us out, in this 
perhaps (in many respects). the greatest 
day in ‘the world’s history — calling us out 
to a mighty task with him. Calling us by 
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name. He knew us before we knew. him. 
He loved us first. Shall we answer the 
call? Surely. But oh, let us not commit 
the folly of trying to carry into the new 
relationship the old life. We must be will- 
ing to forsake all. Peter—yes, Peter, 
erratic as he was—was wise enough to 
leave his fishing business. And when the 
tax man came around and he had no 
money to meet the law’s demands, Jesus 
told Peter to cast a hook in the sea and 
find the tax money in the first fish he drew 
out (Matt. 17: 24-27). “My God shall 
supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 
And Peter was not disappointed. Neither 
will you be. As Dr. Gordon says, “You 
need not be afraid to start housekeeping 
with Jesus.” 

Fellows, I know no more wonderful thrill 
than the consciousness of faring forth as 
a chosen one of Jesus Christ! Try it. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
ye 
This Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for February 5) 


es The Pharisees and the Herodians “took 
counsel” together (the two most violently an- 
tagonistic parties of the day) “how they might 
destroy him.” Thus early began the hatred 
of men to wreak its wicked will upon the 
Holy One of God. 


2. They thronged about him from the ex- 
treme south, Idumza, from every province in 
between, and even to the extreme north, the 
region about old Sidon; from beyond the Jor- 
dan on the extreme east, to the Great Sea, 
which bounded these lands on the west. 


3. Their willingness to “leave all’’ to fol- 
low the Lord. 


4. Judas did not “leave all.” He carried his 
old avarice into the relationship with Jesus. 


5. “Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I 
have called thee by thy name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, I 
will be with thee ; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; 
neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For 
I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 
Israel, thy Saviour’ (Isa. 43: 1-3). 


6. It seems clear that the expression trans- 
lated “friends” means relatives, or those of 
his own family, and it probably is connected 
with the incident of his brethren and_his 
mother (his brothers taking the lead) asking 
for him (Mark 3: 31). See John 7:5. 


7. Apostle means “one sent” and may apply 
to any missionary in that general sense. But 
the twelve apostles were a unique group of 
those who had been with the Lord in the 
days of his flesh. They were sent first only 
to Israel, and were given power to heal the 
sick, cast out demons, and raise the dead, 
which is a commission manifestly different 
from that of ministers today. 


8.-Since the blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit was spoken by those who actually saw 
the miracles of Christ, which were the works 
of God, and which they knew were miracles, 
it is a question whether this sin is possible 
except under similar circumstances. It is 
certain that anyone who is fearful of having 
committed the unpardonable sin has not done 
so. 


9. The opposition of the rulers was to re- 
sult in Christ’s death, and he began to train 
those who would carry on the message; also, 
Israel’s leaders who rejected their Messiah 
were to be replaced by new spiritual leaders. 


‘The Word of God must be nearer to us 
than our friends, dearer to us than our 
lives, sweeter to us than our liberty, and 
pleasanter to us than all earthly comforts. 
—John Mason, in'the Keswick Calendar. 
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Lesson for February 5 





g Children at Home 








The Leopard's Mistake 


A true story 


By Amelia O. Stott 
Late of China 


N A small .Chinese house a woman lay 


on her hard plank bed, a troubled look 
on her face, as she watched her little son 
cooking the evening rice. 

“Dee-Dee, my small one, my heart can- 
not lie down in any peace when I think of 
thee going off to the White-Cat hills to- 
morrow. Oh, that my leg were better that 
I could go to see thine uncle myself, but 
the message said ‘his guest of sickness was 
a very violent one.’ ” 

“Do not fear, Honorable Mother, be at 
peace; I will be careful, seeing that the 
woodmen have said that they saw a leopard 
prowling about there, but perhaps it was 
only siao-wa (“empty words”) to frighten 
the boys who cut grass on the mountains. 
They are often so reckless.” 

Dee-Dee’s mother did not look any hap- 
pier. “I would not let thee go,” she sighed, 
“only the man said that. ‘they had already 
got out the coffin that thine uncle bought 
for himself forty years ago, and cleaned 
it out,’ therefore it seems the guest of 
sickness will take him away on high.” 

“Honorable Mother,” said- the boy who 
had recently. been in a Christian school, 
“we. are all in the care of the loving 
heavenly Father, of whom I am always 
telling thee. My illustrious uncle cannot 


die save by the will of Zong-ti (“Up--- 


Above-God”) and ‘the spirit of sickness’ 
has no power at all. Indeed, I am ten- 


parts hot hearted to go and tell my uncle . 


the Happy..News of God’s_ Love.” 

His mother smiled at the boy’s eager 
face. “T cannot eat that Foreign Religion 
yet,” she said, “but truly it has made thee 
a number-one good boy to me — thy 
Father went on high.” 

Dee-Dee looked pleased at her ate, 
but when he carefully brought over her 
supper he said gently, “Some day, Hon- 
orable, Mother, I know :thou wilt believe 
and be glad, for my prayers to God are 
not Kah-K y’i-wa (“wasted polite phrases”), 
for my heavenly Father hears me.” 

Next morning at dawn Dee-Dee-set out 
to cross the distant hills, where on the 
other ‘side of a steep mountain range his 
uncle, a charcoal burner, lived in a smail 
hamlet. 

His mother was terribly worried about 
his safety, for he was her only child and 
very precious. He put plenty of food be- 
side her bed for the day, and strove to 
cheer her up. 

“Do not destroy thy heart with fears; 
pray instead to my heavenly Father to 
protect me from all danger. He will truly 
hear thee and soon I shall return in peace.” 

So throughout the long anxious hours 
the poor woman followed his advice, 
though she sometimes forgot and asked 
Kwan-yin (“Goddess of Mercy”) to cover 
his head.” 

Dee-Dee hastened along the narrow hill 
paths singing the. children’s hymn he loved 
best which! was, “Jesus is our Shepherd; 
wiping every tear.” 


He was greatly re- 
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lieved because he saw no jeopard anywhere, 
though these “mountain-cats,” as the Chi- 
nese call them, usually sleep ail morning 
and seldom appear before the late after- 
noon. 

Dee-Dee arrived at last at the tiny ham- 
let and found his uncle much better, so 
the big red coffin would soon be used as a 
sweet potato chest once more! Of course 
his aunt. treated him with all the lavish 
hospitality of the East and made him end- 
less bowls of savory dainties which he 
keenly enjoyed. Dee-Dee, however, said 
he must start back early as his mother 
was in bed with a broken leg and high 
fever, and could not move. 

He got away at last with many presents 
for his mother, and hurried down the hill 
as fast’ as he could, but he had to climb 
another unfortunately, and once he fell and 
hurt his ankle against a stone. About half- 
way home there was a thick wood of bam- 
boos and other trees. Bushes and shrubs 
grew very thickly, forming a leafy screen 
at the side of the foot track. Suddenly 
Dee-Dee held his breath, for he caught 
a glimpse of a long spotted body sliding 
along under neath the branches. He only 
had time to rush across and swing him- 
self up into a high camphor tree, before 
the leopard sprang on to the very spot 
he had just left! 

Finding his prey had escaped him the 
animal began prowling. round the tree 
which his nose told him was the boy’s hid- 
ing place. The boy climbed up on a top- 
most branch, but the leopard soon saw 
him, and lashing his tail with fury he 
prepared to wait his opportunity. 

Dee-Dee was a plucky boy, and he 
wished now he had taken his father’s old 
gun with him, but his mother was always 
afraid he might hurt himself with it. How- 
ever, he had a strong faith in God’s power 
to save the body as well as: the soul, and 
so he prayed earnéstly that the leopard 
might somehow be led away from the spot. 

It happened that the particular tree the 
boy had chosen: in his haste had in it a 
large swarm of wild bees, and in climbing 
up he had disturbed them and they were 
made angry: and wanted to drive him away. 
In a few minutes Dee-Dee was most ter- 
ribly attacked and stung all over. For 
the first time his brave spirit began to fail, 
and he was just wondering how long he 
could hold on to his branch and bear this 
awful pain, when the swarm saw the leop- 
ard and swept down upon him. They stung 
his eyes, nose, and every bit of him, till 
roaring with rage he bounded off into the 
bushes to try to knock off his tormentors. 

In a flash, Dee-Dee was down from his 
perch and running for his life. Happily 
the bees had not stung his eyes badly, so 
he could still see his way. To his joy 
he met some woodmen from his village, 
and they helped him to get home. 

His mother was so:thankful to see him 
safe that she did not give him all the 
sympathy he. wanted for all the painful 
bee stings! 

“My son,” she said, “truly I did pray 
to thy foreign God and he did protect thee. 
It was just at the time of thy greatest 
danger I was asking him to shield thee. He 
is good to hear a poor helpless unbeliever 
like me.” 

“Kyen so, my mother, he is always full 
of lave and pity. Sincé he heard thee and 
saved;me from the leopard thou wilt surely 
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PAUL RADER’S 


Unforgettable Novel 


A STORY OF SATAN 
PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 


BIG BUG 


“As the great love story grips your 
heart you will understand wickedness 
personal and national.” — The Courier. 


$2.00 





GIPSY SMITH 


The Beauty of Jesus 


MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS 


A new, intensely moving book by the best 
known of living evangelists. Covering a period 
of more than quarter of a century in which he 
has carried the Gospel message to millions of 
hearers. $2.00 


WILLIAM A. COREY 


Men Without God 


The testimony of a reclaimed atheist furnishes 
an intimate chronicle of deep interest and 
compelling quality. A spiritual document of 
authentic and constructive value. $1.50 


J. STUART HOLDEN, D.D. 


Why God Sends Pain 


Dr. Holden's helpful little volume on the 
mystery of suffering will prove a blessing to 
many an invalid or shut-in, and though it may 
not ‘‘remove the smart they will not have to 
suffer in the dark.”’ 60c 


HUGH REDWOOD 
Author of ‘‘God in the Slums,’’ etc. 


The Quiet Quest 


A most enheartening and satisfying little book 
which should be in the hands of all who desire 
tranquility, while yet engaged in the business 
of daily life. 60c 


W. B. RILEY’S 
New Book 


TEN BURNING 
QUESTIONS 


This book is a good backbone bracer 
at a time when many have need of a 
brace. Interesting, helpful, compelling. 
— Western Recorder. $1.50 

















AT ALL BOOKSTORES 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
New York 158 Fifth Avenue 
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YES, THIS IS 
THE NEW FORM 


ofthe same paper that so many of you have 
known so long. 


Easier to handle, easier to read, and just as 
easy as ever to secure, , 


Now will old subscribers and new lift a bit, 
so that thousands of new readers will be intro- 
duced to the Times? 


TWO GOOD WAYS 
OF LIFTING 


*% 1. Secure Get Acquainted subscriptions from 
your friends— note the special offer in return for 
your co-operation in this. 


2. Ask for enough /ree specimen copies of any 
one issue to supply all the teachers in your 
Sunday-school, if no club of subscribers exists 
there now. 


Thousands of Christian workers who do not 
yet take Tue Sunpay Scuoor Times will receive 
a copy of this issue. They, too, are more than 
welcome to use both these offers. 


| Lifting the circulation of THE SuNnDay 
ScuHoot Times has meant the lifting of the qual- 


ity of work in many a Sunday-school. | 


Will you see to it that the teachers in your 
Sunday-school have an opportunity zow to test 
its new usefulness ? 


THE SUNDAY .SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


325 North THIRTEENTH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





SPECIAL OFFER 


* For only four Get Acquainted subscriptions to the Times at 
25 cents each, for ten weeks, sent to four of your friends, we 
shall be glad to send you a- durable Bible, size 5 x 7'4 inches, 
flexible kraft binding, overlapping edges, self-pronouncing, printed 
on Bible paper, with Bible study aids, colored ‘iiustrations, maps 
in colors, and very readable type. 
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not grieve and offend him by praying to 
any other again?” 

To Dee-Dee’s joy she readily agreed, and 
it was a happy day when both were bap- 
tized in the nearest little church together. 
How often Dee-Dee has remembered those 
bees, for though they caused him great 
pain at the time, they really were little 
God-sent friends. 


WortHInc, Sussex, ENG, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Feb. 12. When Is Friendship Christian? Acts 
9:26, 27; John 15 : 13. 


Sunday, February 5 
How Shall We Determine Our Ideals? 
(Psa. 119 : 129-136; Matt. 5: 1-9) 
(Christian Endeavor Day) 





Mon.—To be like Christ (Rom.. 8: 29, 30). 

Tues.—Test ideals by Scripture (1 Cor. 10-; 
6-12). 

Wed.—Do our ideals please God? (John 
8 : 29.) 

Thurs.—Jesus’ ideal (John 5: 19, 20). 

Fri—Following a great man (1 Thess. 


3: 1-9). 
Sat.—Changed ideals (Gal. 1 : 13-17). 

















What are some ideals in Christian Endeavor? 

What happens to those that have no ieals? 

What would you call the most important aim 
in life? . 

T IS said that a professor in college 

once gave as a motto to his pupils, “Live 
up to the best that is in you.” The thought 
is a good one except for one terrible weak- 
ness. Most of us realize that the best in 
us is far from good. While the admonition 
to do better is valuable, if it is only to do 
as good as our own nature prompts, how 
far short we will come of what God has 
planned for us! 

The only safe ideal for the Christian is 
the one given in God’s Word in the per- 
son of the Lord Jesus Christ himself. The 
Old Testament points forward to him while 
the New Testament tells us of his life and 
his work and his words, setting forth that 
matchless Ideal, the only life that was ever 
lived pleasing to God, pure and stainless 
and holy. 

ve ; 

But the marvel of it all is that the Lord 
Jesus did not leave us merely a perfect and 
beautiful ideal. He died for our sins and 
rose again from the dead and ascended to 
the Father. that we might have ‘the power 
through his indwelling Spirit to ‘approach 
the ideal that he has for us. This is the 
great fundamental difference * between 
Christianity and all other religions. Other 
religions hold out some beautiful ideals, 
but they are powerless to enable man to 
follow them. a 


We learn from our Scripture lesson that 
the entrance of God’s Word gives light. 
It illumines our pathway so that we may 
see how to walk, and it gives understand- 
ing to the simple. After all, most of us 
come in this class,.and it is good to know 
that the guidance and help that comes to 
us from God’s Word is not depehdent upon 

















Lesson for February 5 


worldly wisdom or brilliant intellect, but 
may be understood by the most simple 
minded of us. 

bs 4 


But, asks one of our lesson questions, 
What are some ideals in Christian En- 
deavor? They have been grouped under 
four headings: 1. Confession of Christ. 
2. Service for Christ. 3. Loyalty to Christ’s 
Church. 4. Fellowship with Christ’s Peo- 
ple. It will readily be seen that these four 
ideals all have their root in God’s Word, 
for the one great purpose of God’s. Word 
is that. men “might know thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom’ thou 
hast sent” (John 17:3). Service for Christ 
is a fundamental principle that the Lord 
Jesus himself taught. Remember his words, 
“He that loveth. father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me: and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than ‘me is 
not worthy of me. And he that taketh not 
his cross, and followeth after me, is not 
worthy of me. He that findeth his life 
shall lose it: and he that loseth his life for 
my sake shall find it” (Matt. 10: 37-39). 


b-4 

We see loyalty to Christ’s Church re- 
flected in such verses -as, “Let love be 
without dissimulation. Abhor that which 
is evil; cleave to that which is good. Be 
kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour. preferring one 
another” (Rom. 12:9, 10). And “we know 
that we have passed from death unto life, 
because we love the brethren. He that 
loveth not his brother abideth in death” 
(1 John 3:14). 

Fellowship with Christ’s people is also 
enjoined in God’s Word, for we read, “Not 
forsaking the assembling of ourselves to- 
gether, as the manner of some is; but ex- 
horting one-another : and so much the more, 
as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10: 
25). 

4 

But why are Christian ideals important? 
Some one said long ago, “Where ag is 
no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 
18). Were it not for the high ideals shat 
God sets before us we would become dis- 
couraged at the sin and suffering that are 
all ‘about us. Even when we have some- 
times mistakenly taken another Christian 
for an ideal only to be bitterly disillusioned, 
we realize how hopeless life would be did 
God not hold before us his perfect stand- 
ard: Like the goal that is visioned by the 


runner which spurs him on to greater ef- - 


fort, so God’s standard lifts our lives from 
things of earth and steels our nerve and 
strengthens our faith. 


98 

And what would you call the most im- 
portant aim in life? God’s Word gives it 
to us through tke lips of the apostle Paul 
when he said, “Yea, doubtless, and I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: 
for whom I have suffered the loss of all 
things, and do count them but dung, that 
I may win Christ, and be found in him, nct 
having mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith: that I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and the fel- 
lowship of his sufferings, being made con- 
formable unto his death” (Phil. 3: 8-10). 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 


By Emest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 30 to February 5 


Mon.—Mark 3: 7-12. A Multitude of Followers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Multitudes fol- 
lowed the Lord Jesus, but only a few were 
blessed. They were in the company of Christ, 
but were not partakers of Christ, nor of 
his blessings. Their fancy took the place 
belonging to faith. They received the Word 
in the ear, but evidently not in the heart. 
The sight of a multitude always moved our 
Lord to compassion. “His loving heart is 
still eternally the same.” Pray for the 
almost two hundred million of India still 


(Continued on the next page) 
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You Have Long Since Wanted This? 


AN INDEX TO THE 
BIBLE 


A Topical Index and Word Book com- 
bined, covering all principal subjects in 
the Old and New Testaments. 
Including also a Harmony of the Four Gospels, 
list of the Parables, Miracles and Discourses of eur Lerd (with 


Scripture References), Chronology of the Old Testament and 
Chronology of the Acts and Epistles, 


One of the most useful, goavenient. and inex- 
pensive of all Bible aids. Days of pro itable Bible 
study could be spent with the Bible and this “Index” 
volume alone, 


95 pages (5 x 7% inches), strong limp aati covers, 
round corners, 35c net. A marvel of economy! 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street, Chicago 


FRIENDSHIP WITH GOD 


Life’s Greatest Pocelbility for those in Childhood — 
Youth — Middle Life — Old Age. Five illustrations. 


POSSIBILITY OF A: NEW LIFE 


GOD’S CALL TO AN OVERCOMING LIFE 


Three good soul winners and builders. Fine gifts for 
teachers. Sample copies 10 cts. each or 3 for 25 cts. 
DR. HOWARD A. TALBOT 
433 N. Broadway De Pere, Wis. 








NOW READY 





PRINTED WITH LARGER TYPE 


The Scofield Reference 
New Testament and Psalms 


Facsimile, with the Handy Size Edition of Scofield Reference Bible. Size 7 x 454 inches. 


No. 7OO —_ Cloth, Round Corners - ~ 31.50 
No. 7OS __ French Morocco, Overlapping Cover - . - 3.00 
Oxford India Paper Edition 
No. 7O8x Persian Morocco, Leather Lined, Overlapping Cover - 5.00 


At all booksellers or from the publishers 


114 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





A SAFE 


FINANCIAL PLAN 


...is what hundreds of satisfied persons consider the 
annuity agreements of the American Bible Society, 
het Mrs. S. S. of California writes: 


aad 9 yrptimemptirs: gn berg oy ote nag Fo 


Here is w 


is a scarce article with me but I can ners 
on my check from the American Bible 










gives you a 


Read the enthusiastic testimony 
of Mr. G. W. of North Carolina: 


“Iam grateful that our American Bible’ 
Society annuities afford us some secure « 
ity in these trying times.’ 


Advancing years need not be 
feared-when you know that 
this Society, indispensable to ae 
missionary enterprise, and of u 
questioned financial stability, is is behind this annuity 


That Gives You 


- the assurance of a dependable income as long as YOUp 
live. An easy-to-read booklet tells you all about it—the 
rates you receive—how you help in making the Scrip- 

tures-widely available around the earth—how a friend 

or relative may be included—how this annuity agreement 


Double Satisfaction 





AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 








num OF Bible House, Astor Place, New York City | 
s Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. $855 entitled 
< A h [ “A Gife That Lives.” | 
AS WiGH as Name Denominati | 
{ Addons | 
Hy Ci S 
‘) o ity. ie tate - 





accots #5 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
COMMENTARY 


The Bible Expositor 


and Illuminator 
Is a Quarterly of 160 Pages 
It is a Regular S. S. Commentary 


640 LARGE SIZE PAGES 
A YEAR 


Sample Lesson on Application 








ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 
P. S, Publishers of Full Line S, S. Literature 
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Meuthorke? 
Hark 


* Choose for 
LOCATION=- ECONOMY 
HOTEL COMFORT 


SHERMANSQUARE 


7OX St. BROADWAY Jie: St. 








“and a few 
minutes’ thought 


A Postcard zie; teem 


TORREY’S Famous Vzest-Pocxet Hep 


GIST OF LESSONS 3933 FREE 


if You Have Never Used It Before !— 
make a list (on a postcard will do) of x2 or more 
Sunday School teachers or officers of your acquaint- 
ance, and send it to us for an introductory copy of 
Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (International) 1933, 
Absolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 








The Soap That’s Known and 
Sold The World Around 


Cuticeura 


Nothing Better for Daily Use 


Price 25¢. Sample free. 
Address: “Outicura,” Dept 12B, Malden, Mass. 


Reduced Prices for the 
MOODY COLPORTAGE BOOKS 


NOW 20c each; 5 for $1.00; 25 for $4.50; so for 

. ; 100 for $14.60, prepaid, cash with 

@® order. Get new classified catalogue showing 
latest titles. Agents Wanted. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 
837 North Wells Street, Chicago, Ill. 


BIBLE CHARACTERS GAME. 100 Cards with 


79 Questions 
and Answers on leading facts of Bible History, each 
with correct reference. Hours of profitable and delight- 
ful recreation for old and young. Price: $1.00. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed. Liberal escent to agents. 


0. F. & F. G. DECKER, 123 Purdy Strest, Dept. T., BUFFALO, N. Y. 














For Easter. Cheer and Remembrance _ 
Many with Bible Texts—Heipful, encouraging senti- 
ments—Cards that are different—not found in stores. 
For Personal Use or Sale. Attractive Offers. Cata- 
logue and samples on request. 


Mrs. L. F. PEASE, 260 Laurel Strest, Dept. T, BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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waiting for the Gospel. Approximately six 
hundred thousand villages await the com- 
ing of a missionary. 


Tues.—Mark 3: 13-19, Twelve Apostles Chosen. 

Prayer SucéestTions: Christ called, or- 
dained, and molded the men whom he had 
chosen as apostles. Their preparation and 
fitness for that office was all of the Re- 
deemer’s grace. The Lord Jesus would be 
the Worker but they the elect instruments 
in his holy service. To enable them for 
their labors they had the presence of 
Christ, the Word of Christ, and the power 
of Christ. Pray for the Bible and religious 
tract societies working for the evangeliza- 
tion of India. 


Wed.—Mark 3: 20-30. Jesus’ Work Opposed. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Opposition to our 
doing the will of -God frequently takes 
pleasant shapes. Our well-meaning but 
mistaken friends may for one reason or 
another seck to get us to desist from do- 
ing the revealed will of God. Christ’s 
friends sought to lay hold on him, for they 
said, “He is beside himself” (v. 21). Again 
opposition may take an ugly shape. His 
foes said, “He hath Beelzebub” (v. 22). 
Fullness of the Spirit is the only safeguard 
against weakenifg in God’s work. “Be 
filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). Pray 
for the spirit of revival in India, New and 
serious conditions there urge prayer for the 
Indian Christians themselves. 


Thurs.—Exodus 18: 13-24. Moses’ Helpers. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Original authority 
in the government of Israel in the wilder- 
ness was divinely vested in Moses. The 
time had apparently arrived for the proper 
distribution of authority coupled with cor- 
porate unity when Moses’ father-in-law 
visited the camp... The approval or disap- 
proval of this course was left with Jehovah. 
The silence of God here has given rise to 
the thought that he did not altogether ap- 
prove the action. (See Num, 11: 11-25.) 
Pray for the work of God in Hyderabad, 
India, where there has appeared a marvel- 
ous movement toward Christ. 


Fri.—Philippians 4: 1-3; Colossians 4 : 7-14. 
Paul’s Helpers. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul piles up 
truthful endearing terms whenever he 
speaks of his fellow helpers. He recog- 
nizes that their names are in the Book of 
Life, and that they are fellow workers 
unto the Kingdom of God. His burning 
zeal for their highest. spiritual welfare was 
shared by his <v-laborers. He sent Tychi- 
cus to know their estate with a view to 
comforting them. Epaphras labored always 
“fervently ... in prayers,” that they might 
stand “perfect and complete in all the will 
of God” (Col. 4:12). Pray for the work 
of God under the Church of Scotland 
Himalayan Mission which is reaching large 
numbers of Tibetans who are searching the 
Scriptures and turning to Christ. 


Sat.—Acts 1:1-8. The Promise of Enduement. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: An enduement of 
grace and power from on high, according 
to the promise of the Father, announced 
by John the Baptist, reaffirmed by Christ, 
was consummated by him at Pentecost. 
The Lord Jesus gently led them away from 
their mental preoccupation with “times and 
seasons” to a vital. concernment with a 
ministry of witnessing to the power of the 
Gospel, in the power of the Holy Ghost, 
to the uttermost part of the earth, begin- 
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ning at Jerusalem. Pray for the unevan- 
gelized in Asia, There are said to be ap- 
proximately two million villages where -the 
Gospel of Christ is unknown, 


Sun.—Isaiah 55:1-11. A Universal Invitation. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Here we have an 
arresting, pathetic, and prophetic represen- 
tation of the universal need of man in the 
word “thirsteth,” Here also is a wonderful 
setting forth of the Gospel suited to his 
need in the word “waters.” How simple, 
arresting, and remarkable the invitation to 
every one that thirsteth — “Come ye to the 
waters”! Yes, “the Fountain of Living 
Waters” is included. “Whosoever drink- 
eth of the water that I shall give him shall 
never thirst; but the water that I shall 
give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life” (John 
4:14). “Spring Thou up within my heart, 
rise to all eternity.” Pray for the spiritual 
development and growth in grace of the 
hundreds of new converts to Christ in 
Hyderabad and Churachandpur, India. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any number of copies 
less than five, $2 each, per year. One copy, 
five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 
postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
ticns add 56 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly at 
the following rates, payable in advance, in 
the United States and Possessions, ‘These 
rates include postage. “ 

75 cents—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 


The Sunday School Timies Company 
$23-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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